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Help intimeof Need. from theGod's Help v4 
py. P f 0d fron | y / 

People of the (fo called) Church of. Scotland, elpecially theonee 

" more zealous and profeſſing, who have ſo ſhamefully degene- 

rated and declined from that which their Fathers the Primitive 

> _Proteſtants attained unto; yea, and from what they have but 
= of laterhem(elves, fo zealouſly afferted and maintained to be 
W&-... the cauſe and work of God, which now they have generally 
= Ahrunk from, the moſt part attively complying and concuring to 
| the building up again and healing of old Babylon, that, even by 
Bay *themſelves ſo called, and runing into the excels of ryot with 

| Rd the prophane world, (like the Dog returning ©o the vomit, and, 
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ithe Sow to the puddle, after the keing once waſhed) others be- | 
* ing lying by, and cowardly bowing under, and giving up them--—- -- 
ſelves to a deteſtable neutralitie , which they in exprels termes 
©.  Yowed againſt tothe moſt high God, not daring to bear a teſti- 
2 mony by their ſufferings (plentiful occaſion being given) for 
=. that, they, when having power made others ſuffer, who would. 'Y 
þ 2. n0t concur with them ; and all of them (almoſt) jpyning toges-— < 
> ther,asa common enemy agaivit rhe work and glorious appea* 
=: Tance of -God, brought and more abundantly -bringing forth, 
- == -among his people called in derifion- Q#akers, by the Tſmaels of 
10-#,rhis Generation, who mock at, and perfecutethe true Heirs of 
Ji 25% the promiſe, as ever it hath ſo been'from the foundation of the _ 
TI wo . . 
09f y r certain particulars very weighty.and' of great conecrnmenc' for them + 
" tg confider fcriouſly, tor their Souls gaed, ducted urty them, by.2truc + 
"> bDoverpf their welfare and proſperity toth remporal and erernal, 2 wour- 
# ner over them inThis rinc of thzr great ca'amity and diftreſs,who hath oft. 
tpouted"torth his ſos] befuge God on their behalfythat they mighr be Gaved, 
" one of their brethicn actording.to che fleſh, and a true Proceſtant & friend 


3. . a,” d 
> 3.40 thego0d Old Cauſe apainft Babylowin whatſoever appearance. 
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46 Writ by Gro'ge Keith Priſoner for the Truth is Aberdein 
E in the lattcr end of the year 1664, 
BY Wa, 51 18, 19, 20. 23- There 15 tone 10 guide her among all the Sons whom (11e 
x. ;, bath brought f:1th, neith'y is there any that toketh ley ty the hand of all the 
x ſors that jut bath brought up, cc. : 
$ Ext; io'q. #1't thay twdge them, (on of man, wilt thou judge them, Sc. Ste 
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by the who'e Chop 6, thicughont. x 
© Jer" 5.10. Goyee 1p 14pon her walls and defiroy, but make not « full end, take 
Fo way bc: Bartlerients, fu; they ave not t 6 Loyds, hc. 
3 Es! 15: vere they tſhamed-when they bad committed abowinition? Se:  __ 
evel; 19.16, 73/8 Halltlyjahy ſor the Lord God ompmiporcnt re gneth, 6. x. 
44 ' 2 23 ' ">X:. Ly wats 4 | TT % 
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The Contents or heads of the parti- 
culars are as followerh. ; 


" Þ A Lamentation ever, and aw expoſtulation with the Peg- 


ple of Scotland far their ſo gainſtanding and opps- 
ſing the appearatice of Ged among the Lords people called in 
derifios Quakers ; and for their faul defeition. ard Apoſtacy 
from what the Primitive Proteſtants and reformers were, 
(whoſe ſacceſſors they boaſt themſelves 1a be) yea and from 
what they have been but of late dayes themſelves. 
2. A Demonſtration of the Apoſtacy and defeition of the 
(/a calied) Church of Scotland, from what their Fathers, the 
Primitive Proteſtants, aud Reformers were in Principles, to 
#he number of 14, or 16. and in many prattiſes alſo, wherein 
their Apoſtacy alſo and defefion from what they bave been 
themſelves, but in late dayes in ſeveral particulars is hinted 
at, and there vile relapſe tto Popery (out of which they were 
never cleanly extricate) is diſcovered, and their treachery laid 
open. in the matter of their Covenant which they cryed up 4s 
the glory of their Nation, and the concernment and intereſt of 
Jeſus Chriſt, which now they haut trampled under feet 25 the 
myre in the ſtreet, and think ſhame of it as if it had been 
Whores brate. 

3- True andrighteous judgment from the God of judament 
ſeperating the precious from the vile, concerning the late 
proceedings of the People of Scotland in the matter of their 
reſor mation from, and their covenanting againſt Prelacy, with 


thevorruptions, aud Popiſh ſuperſtitions accompanying it ; as 


alſo concerning their Church Conſtitution, 24 tniſtry, Worſhip 
A 2 and 


' The Contents or heads, &c. 
AT. Groornment fer" th them atrer the-puling down of the 
former, ana di{ſcrring it, as Autichriſtian , wherein l:k-wiſc 
the Lords contrgurſie wth thym in laying them by,a*d juffere 
ing tbis' 265 to cobnewnter th mw u ſbewed tn which thtir bu'lds 
ing is alſo laid i the Auſt, 4nd iss the will. of the Lord, tVat it 
never be again rebuilt, 

4» .The bleſſed, leng looked for day of God broke up among 
3s the Lorddpepple: called Quakers, with a declaration of the 
Fords loving kindneſs to ws, and what he hath-done for our 
Souls in cauſing the light of his countenance to ſhine on us, 

' And brief deſcription of our Church, Miniſtry, Word, 
Worſhip, order and Government. 
'" And a Priclamation of the foreſald day of the Lord tothe 
People of Scotland in judgment and mercy. 
* Witha loving Exhortation unto them, aud dear and tendey 
counſel concerning what the Lora requires of them in order to a 
perfet? ; and therow reformation which they have often aſſay= 
ed, bat never 4s yet come at. | : 
' ' Alſoa few words 10 ſuch who exped? the breaking up of the 
diy of God, and yet deny it, broke up among us, Fy 


Writ inthe fear and love of the Lord, and in 
bowels of love and compaſſion, to the people 
of my native Country, 


A 
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A Word of Exhortation by way of Preface 
to the following Purpoſes, from a Lover 
| of the true intereſt of thoſe to whom they 
| are directed. | 


- Ow isit, that yee do not yet diſcern this time? how 
long will yee (hut our the diſcoverers of it,and fo pro- 


yoke the Lord co ſhut you further our from beholding 
them; O fear, fear co be found any more in that gniiti- 
neſs, which (if perlifted in) may make you co be ſhut ont for ever: 
Andlet none ſolook on themſelyes as tol{uppole they are paſt this 
hazard, if ſo be they yet continue, negleCting, oppoling,and per-' 
ſecuting, or approving of them whoperſecute the growing light 
of this day, as its come, and coming forth with power and great 
glory. Truly Friends, think what ye will, this is the thing (I ay 
not the only) but che maine and chiefthing thats in the quarrel 
berwixt God and you, your keeping up of Mens Traditions in 
place of che true inſticutions of Chriſt, while he now ſo comes 
forth to vindicate and reſtore them, your ſo adhearing to,and prez 
ferring of the oldne(s of the Letter to the newneſs of the Spirit, 
that had its glory, but not comparable to this which excels, think 
not that this caſe and ſtate of things, as then it was inthe Primi» 
| tivedayes ended with thoſe, that were then (© zealous for, and 
| loath to part with, the Law and outward Miniftration thereof, in 
the Letter: Nay Friends, conhider ferioufly of it in the fear of 
the Lord, lay by your pallton and prejudice, for it cancernes you 
near, conlider of it in ſoberneſs, and yee fhall eruly find it youps 
very cale at this day , as then it was theirs , \that ſame ſpirit fi 
the outward, in oppolition to the inward Miniftration ating no 
as then,and hetghened in its aftings now, more then ever, O whe 


ſhall that be dead to you, or yeeto it, wherein yee have om 
| g 


(2) 
long held from beholding the Glory of the Lord, as it comes 
forth in the work of this day ? And how contrary to, and incon- 
fiſtant with it, that work was, which (by might and power) yee 
were leading on,though yee had attained, what yee ſo propoſed in 
the furtheſt, and higheſt extent of that uniformity, which yee (0 
endeavoured to have impoſed upon all ; are yee not yet (enlible of 
your miſtakes and ſnares in theſe matters, ſo as to be made willing 
to glorifie God, (as ſome of you have, it may be ingeniouſly gra- 
tified men) with a humble confeſſion of your over-reachings? and 
other guiltine(s brought upon your ſelves, and the people of theſe 
Nations. Truly Friends, however this may relith with you, yet 
yee will find yee arecalled toit , evento own your ſhame, for (6 
ſetting up your poſts and threſholds by his, that (o yee may come 
to have the true forme of the houſe and faſhion thereof ſhewn un- 
to you : Are yeenot ſenlible, that as unwiſe Sons yee have ſtayed 
too, too long in the place of the breaking forth of Children > do 
yee not yet perceive how that the Bridegroom is really departed, 
and the Children, the Children of the Bridechamber called to 
mourning; So will it be before the enjoyments of Chriſt as the 
Bridegroom or fit Husband be parted with, yetthis muſt yee 
come to know, and condeſcend unto, that ſo yee may be marryed 
to another, even to him raiſed from the dead : Thy dead men ſhall 
tive (fayes the Prophet) together with my dead body ſhall they ariſe; 
the Dead and the Living body conlider, for there's much ip it, and 
very much that concerns you nearly to look to: for, as their mif+ 
take who crucified him, was their not diſcerning his living body, 
(forif they had but ſo known him they would not have crucified 
the Lord of Glory) ſo a miſtake in the other perliſted in, brings 
under noleſs hazard, then being given up to crucifie him over a» 
gain, eating and drinking of the damnation ſpoken of (1 Cor. 11, ) 
1s where this diſcerning of theLords body is not rightly made,the 
deadand crucified body, from the living body, the living ſoul as 
its firſt, from the quickning Spirit, which follows after, the, letter 
and out ward teachings ſomuch cryed up, withall the fruits, aud 
eftecs of the one, (though a very bleſſed and comfyurtable enjoy» 
went 1n its place and kind, yet being but that which made ncthing 
pertet, its now no leſs -neceſlary to be parted with, then at thaf 
time 1t was, elſe the comforter as the bleſſed effect of the other 
cannot come, nor can he be ſuppoſed ſo ts become, where hisim- 
mediate 
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mediate teachings are ſo Night21 and cryed out againſt, 
\. Many times hath it been in my heart thus co have ſpoken ſome 
few words unto you, (as theſe) whom I dearly love in the Lord, 
and to whom1 ſtand by many bonds obiiged, if in any fervice 1 
could be uſeful, but being ſomewhat ſenſible, what 1 had rodoin 
my own particular caſe, and not altogether unacquainted with the 
deceipt of the buſie enemy who in this day lies ſo near , ready to 
draw out the mind, to ventits own imaginations, and to ſpeak of 
the things of God, without his warrant, I have hitherto with» 
holden in expe&ation of a more fit opportunity , and aclearer 
warrant to go about it, which upon the peruſal of theſe enſuing 
Papers was very clearly given to me: And indeed the ſubject 
ſpoken to, and the cruths afſerted in them, had been ſome years 
ago much on my heart, and ſeriouſly enquired after, and that this 
fearch and enquiry was of the Lord attended with a bleſſing to 
me, I can very clearly teſtifie; and finding thefame things for the 
moſt part ſo ſweetly, and with ſuch a ſpirit of meeknels offe:ed 
unto you I find it only my duty at preſent to be concuring in my 
Teſtimony , as agreeing fully with what inthem is (aid, as moſt 
fie and neceſſary to be ſeriouſly minded by you, Dear Friends, ic 
is high time for you toawake and conſider what yee are doing, 
thereis another thing to be brought forth in this day then yee 
tave yet conceived of. And your guiltineſs for oppoling it, is 
greater then yee are yet: aware of, nor will your apparent zeal 
forGod,and his ordinances, which hath with ſome of you hitherto 
layen very near your hearts (this I do think it hath been andythac 
yet it may be ina meaſure with ſome of yon , where ſingleneſ(s of 
heart in any meaſure yet remains) ſerve the turn, if yee {vo per- 
hiſt in the way of provocation. Coniider if ſomething of the fame 
ſnare aud tentation be not on you, as was on them who (o zea- - 
louſly contended for Moſes, and the Prophets, the ſame was cheir 
plea, and upon the ſame grounds did they go on, to the reje&ting 
and crucifying of Chriſt, as yee (ſome of you ignorantly and 0- 
thers more perverſly) arein the way to do at this day ; bear with 
my freedom, for truly I can ſay it, there is-no bitterneſs nor paſ- 
fion at my heart, while thus I nſe it, but the deep (ence of the 
dreadful hazard yee are runing, hath drawnie from me, that if 
{o inthe willof the Lord yee may return to your firſt love, and 
ſo: imbrace the guide of your youth again; the miſling and de- 
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parting from whom, hath alwayes been the cauſe of our Fathers 
the fuſt Proteſtants their ſhort comings and miſtakes'of the work 
of God,as well as of ours,that they were not in every thing come! 
to own their true guide, though in ſome things they did it, -and 
according to the ſimplicity that was in them , they were ſweetly 


ordered by him, and accepted of him, And thus was it with theny::- 


and (o hath it been with many, who ſucceeded them ; and was it 
not ſo of late among us alſo? yea, eminently ſo it was, bothin, 
Scotland, Englaxd, and Ireland; mainly in this our great (11 and 
guileineſs (as the foundation of all our miſtakes and failings) its 
2ggravated exceedingly beyond and above what was theirs, that 
the diſcovery of this duty of waiting to find the immediate di- 
re&ion of our guide in every thing as abſolutely eceffary (and 
at the very time when more fully and nniyerſally then ever for» 
merly it was beſtowed) being more clearly come, and coming 
forth then co them in that day it was, yet now morethenever, 


(which is dreadful to think of ) 1s it both diſowned and perſecu= * 


ted even by them whom1 wel] knew to have fometimes ſweetly 
enjoyed the bleſſed effefts of the ſpirits immediate teachings in 
themſelves, and ſo to have been inſtrumental tothe great advan- 


tage of others, ſuch wonderful and aſtoniſhing effe&ts does the 


deepand fiery tryals of this day bring forth, when eyery work of 
manis tobe conſumed, the Gold any precious ſtones (not bujle 
enthe true foundation) as well as the Wood, Hay and ſtuble, that 
which is born of the fleſhis but fleſh, even chat which is begotten, 
but through the knowledge of Chriſt after the fleſh muſt belefr 
behind, and parted with, elſecthe Comforter cannot come that 
the fruitful field may become a wilderneſs,and the wilderneſs and 


ſolitary place a fruitful field ; that ſo the Lord alone may be ex+ 
. alted in this day, and all Qeſh lie Jow as graſs before him: Let . 


therefore the dread and terror of the Lord (eize upon all, eſpeci- 
ally the profelling people of this Generation, that they may no 


more tfanſgreſs in this thing of deſpiling or negleRing, the int, | 
mediate teachings of his Spirit : This key cf knowledge-which / 
the Lawyers have taken away, this little ſtone which muſt flÞche | 
whole earth, dreadful is the judgment that, is to be met with by ; 
ſuch (whatever they be) who ſhall -be found any more retuling ta, 
receive Jeſus Chriſt thus coming tq his Kingdoppe iu their reg 


and what theadball become of ſuch who ſhall be found rebe 
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againſt the true Light, ſo as to mock and perſecute it? 
Dear Friends,as yee love your peace and ſafety beware of this , 
for it borders too near upon that guiltineſs that will not be for- 
given:; What needs you fo to be afraid at the coming of Chriſt to 
his Kingdom, that ſo his will may be daggyn Earth as it is in Hea- 
yen? hath it not been the matter of your Prayers many a day,and 
do yee well tobeangry, when its ſo gloriouſly coming to pals ? 
O! how ill does this become you,8& how ill does he take it at your 
hands,wereit not more becoming you(with him who ſo long lince 
wiſhed for it,) and rejoyced thereat ) .to defire that all the Lords 
people were Prophets? this would not have wronged, nor demi- 
niſhed any thing from his Miniſtry then, who was ſo eminent, nor 
willir now do from the true Miniſters of Chriſt; thoſe who make 
but a trade of preaching, thereby to win their living, as other 
tradeſmen do, it is no marvel to ſee them very angry at the ap- 
proaching glory ofthis day, if every one is to have the Spirit, and 
be permicted co ſpeak publickly, what ſhall become then of our 
Miniſtry, ſay they, and how (hall we live ? And though there be 
fome, yea, I conceive it maybe granted, there be many among 
you, who upon this account do not own theſe men, nor this their 
plea for their pretended Miniſtry ; but it may be really, think in 
your hearts that ifthere were no other thing in it,yee could with 
Moſes wiſh for, and rejoyce thereat,even that all the Lords people 
were Prophets, and that it is a Goſpel Miniſtry, and maintenance 
that yee ſtand for, and no other, and this being an inftirution of 
Chriſt, which now you perceive ſo to be ſtruck at by the Quakers, 
yee may not fo part with it. But Friends conlider ſeriouſly of this 
matter, and it will not be found (©, either on your part, or on 
theirs, whom with the world in ſcorn yee call Quakers; for we 
do really own both a Goſpel Miniſtry, and a ſuitavie maintenance 
accordingto the Scriptures, and yee do neither own the one, nor 
the other, but in words only; for though yee ſeem todifown 
thoſe men who ſeek after the Miniſtry, and the ftanding of it, 
mainly upon the account of their hyre; yet coricler it ſeriouſly 
if upon the matter yee do not the very ſame thing «with theim.,and 
hardenchem in their guiltine(s, and che people in their prejudice 
againſt us while yee ſo both by your proteſivn and prcaftice, julti - 
he and impoſed, and forced maintenance. which is ſo well-known 
tobe contrary to the Goſpel, and condemued alſo by your Pre- 
B.. deceflors 


(6) 
deceflors, and many others ofthe Martyrs and ſervants of God, 
among our ſelves, and elſewhere. And again conlider, however 
yee pretend to be far a Go!pel Minilt. y 3 its not fo, ny, yee are 
downright oppoſecs, and pertecuters of it; andalafs that I ſhould 
have ſuch cauſe ſo to {peak it, Can yee produce any inſtitution of 
Chriſt, for juſtifying ſuch a Miniſt 'y, whica other wayes ye can'iot 
maintain, but as through a line of ſuccetſion from the gre:: ene- 
my of Chriſt, deſcended upon you, and for keeping up of which 
2 door muſt be ſer open, even for the ungodly co enter ; for its 
plainly fo affirmed by many of greateſt note amongſt you , that 
Grace belongs only to the wel] being,and not to the being of tuck 
a Miniſtry, and miniſterial qualifications, as are by you required z 
ſee Durbame on the Revelation concerning Miniſteria} qualifications 
page 199. and where it is thus, A door ſet open for an ungodly 


man toenter (if he be furniſhed with gifts of humane Learning) ' 


and cloſely ſhut upon another; however he may beknown to be 
eminently pious & well furniſhed with ſpiritual knowledge 8&gifts 
of the Holy Ghoſt, is this your Goſpel Miniſtry 2 and yet chus ic 
is according'to the as and appointments of your ſuppoſed,moſt 
pure and incorrupt Afﬀemblies that hath been of late; ſo far are 
yee in this alſo become contrary to your Predeceſiors whoboth 
by their prafice and profeſſion affirmed that every faithful man 
and woman was a Prieſt, this is fully teſtified too, both by Knox 
his Chronicle, and Sporſwood in his Hiſtory of the(fo called) Kirk 
of Scotland, ſecond book, page 60. and 61. are yee not aſhamed 
therefore any longer to own ſuch a Miniſtry ? O Friends, come 
come down andlye in the duſt, for greatly hath the Lord been 
thus provoked by you,and lamentable is the caſe of the people of 
theſe Nations, who are periſhing in their fins, becauſe of ſuch a 
Miniſtry, ſuch leaders of the people ſo cauſing them toerr. And 
if i: be here required whats that Miniſtry, and what are the qua» 
liacations thereof, which the @- zkers require, To this I need ſay 
but lictle, the Author of the enſuing Papers having fully and 
faithfully ſpoken to it,and divers other particulars, whoſe Teſti- 
mony if nct made uſe of will one day bear witne(s againſt you, 
a3 well again the multicnde of time ſervers(who go along with 
every thing making no queſtion for conſcience ſake (as the Apoſtle 
ſpeaks in another caſe) as of others who are under ſome fort of 
Cufferirg at preſent though in part , for a true Teſtimony, given 

an 


: (7) 
;n ſome particulars, yet evenin this, no wayes anſwerable, nor 
ſuitable to what is required in this day, andall of you in your ſe. 
veral intereſts and capacities,as yee ſtand related to the (lo called) 
Kirkof Scotland, and pretended work of Reformation, are very 

much called, ſeriouſly to mind what is therein ſaid unto you, and 

if in ſobernels yee well confider of it, the thing intended may 

very clearly appear, that hitheito yee have been labouring but 

inthe fire, as to the producing any work of Reformation which 

Godallowes of ; yea, and going rather backwards, from what 

was once attained to loofing, and plainly contradiaing the true 

and honeſt principles of your worthy Predeceſfors,wcb one thing 

rightly conlidered may evidently demonſtrateto you, 'that your 

work hath not been nor is of God. The preſence of God having 

been very eminently with the Author of theſe Papers in his en- 

quiry after theſe things, this his ſervice may be very uſefu! for 

you, and will be ſo found, and acknowledged by thole , whoſe 

eyes ſhall be opetied co behold , how the Lord comes forth in this 

day of his power to try every work of man, and by the fooliſh 

things of the World to confound the wiſe. And to what is there 

faid as to that particular, annent the qualifications of a true Mini- 

ſter, 1 ſhall only add theſe few words,that which ſo was neceſfary 

from the beginning , that which we have heard and ſeen, and 

handled with our hands of the word of Life, even the power and 

preſence of the Lord,in his people do we ad whom in ſcorn yee call 

Quakers ) declare unto you, as the only eſſential qualification of a 

true Miniiter of Chriſt, 

Andif this beit yee are (0 affraid of, that through the increaſe 
of this, the ſpirit of Propheſie, the true Church and Miniſters of 
Chriſt, ſhall ſuffer loſs, your fear upon this account is groundlels, 
for theſe muſt ſtand, and only in that way muſt they proſper, fo as 
that the gates of Hell ſhall never prevail again{t them, bur it your 
fear be for the fall of that ſi-ppoſed Church, which they the hire- 
lings Imean, and yee ſo conteud for both among your ſelves, and 
with others, which is t-uly Antich:1ſtian and nv better, then un- 
doubtedly your fear is comiag upon you , and for preventing of 
it (as yee may ſuppoſe) it is no marvel ::at ye ſofallin with them 
for the defence of Rowe, aid ker Miſtry, or elſe as fome who 
have been, and yet aiefamov+ among you, have both ſpoke and 
written,that yee muſt nur only loſe yourChurch and miniſtry,but 
B 2 your 


(8 
your Baptiſm, and the Bible, which the witneſs of Gad in your 
Conlciences, cannot but tell you, how much yee did ſometime 
deteſt and abhor ſo to fay,or think untill of late through the grow- 
ing light of this day, in theſe and in many other truths of the like 
natare, your skirts are ſo diſcovered , and your heels made bare, 
and your way ſo hedged up of the Lord that yee cannot eſcape, 
either to own Rome as your mother Church , and o to return to 
her again, or fully co part with and come out of her for ever, and 
thence not to bring with you a ſtone of hers, either for a founda- 
tion to Zion, or for acorner 3 nay, ſhe mult not be healed any 
more { which yee have been for a long time ſo endeavouring) but 
deſtroyed for ever, Fer. 51. 9. 26. and the time draws near, and 
yet thereby neither the Chucch, nor Minitters of Chriſt, -nor the 
true Baptiſme, nor the holy Scriptures of rruth, nor any other of 
his crue Ordinances ſhall thereb; C'iffer loſs , but great and glori- 
ous advantage to them who wait for it. 

And becauſe there beſome., with whom I have had ſweet fel. 
Jowſhip in the Lord, who its very like , would have expeted 
ſome other thing from me, then ſuch ſharp and peremptory ex- 
preflions, and concluſions againit them, and the way of the ((o 
called) Kirk of Scotlandin which I was bred with them, and- had 
my beginning in the way of Godlineſs; I know very well, as 
things now ſtands with you, yee may think ſo, of what I have ſaid, 
23S allo that it may be, yee would rather have expected ſome ac- 
count of the grounds, moving me to, and the advantages that I 
either looked for, or have found by ſuch a thing : Now toſpeak 
ſhortly a word to this, I cruſt for it, yea, Iam not without hope 
19 it, that the day is coming (and frequently have I ſought it of 
the Lord on your behalf ) when ye ſhall ſo come to ſee the truth 
of what1 ſay, and the neceliity that (on your account) was on 
me for it, as that ye ſhall willingly acknowledge, that it was the 
greateſt evidence of my dear and tender lovein the Lord to you, 
which next to his glory led me toit, and that otherwiſe I ſhould 
have been wanting of the expreſſion of that true and ſincere love 
which till I have unto you, as to the advantages 1 have found, 
which might be alſo offered, as the reaſons whereby I was moved 
of the Lord, to make that (o ſtrange a change as yee account it, in 
owning thele deſpiſed people called Qzkers : 1 need fay bur lit- 
cle, if whatis in this and the following Papers be well conſidered 
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of,and I know it is my placeto lie low in the fear of the Lord ,and 
to ſpeak but lictle as to advantages, or any progreſs that I have 
made; and I acknowledge no man hath more matter. (o to do, yer 
in this caſe I may not be talent, but muſt in the fear of the Lord, 

ivethis my Teſtimony to the pretious people, and the truths of 
God aſſerted by them, that they do truely and really, both pro- 
fels and pratice the new and living way in which holineſs (by 
mortification and ſubduing a body of 11n and death is attained,and 
have indeed cometo the diſcovery of thele things, even the life 
and power, which throughout the dark night of Apoftacy bath 
Iyen much hid, and hath been but very little felt, or known; yer 
ſuch is the goodnels of God to that pretious people, count of 
them, and call them what yee will, the true power and life of 
holineſs is more truly known to them,and eminently holden forth 
by them, then by any people elle that have come forth ſince the 

Apoſtles dayes, aud a greater meaſure do they yet wait for, and 
as they are faithfu), it will be multiplied on them ; for the pre- 
ſence of the Lord is with them, and all their oppoſers matt fall 
before them. Dear Friends con({:der then, how far yee have been 
miſtaken concerning them,and with groundlels jealoulies carryed 
on with prejudice again them, as groſly erronious, blaſphemers 
ard the like; Nay, nay, friends, it is not fo, and upon ſearch yee 
ſhall find it far otherwayes,let your informers who many of ther 
ſinfully take things on report without tryal , and others who for 
maintaining of your own intereſts have made lies their refuge, lec 
ſuch ſay what they will, they are, and will be found a bleſſed peo- 
ple, whoas inſtruments in the Lords hands way be called the re- 
pairers of the breach, and the reſtorers of the paths to dwell in ; 
they own dearly,and rejoyce in the uſe of the holy Scriprures,and 
defire to live up to the praftice of all the truths of God declared 

in them. Beware then what yee ſay or think of them, and that 
yee approve not in the leaſt their perſeciiters. And if as yet yee - 

cannot receive what the offer, yet beware to reje&it,orto judge 
of it, becauſe yee cannot as yet cloſe with it; the time may come 
when yee ſhall both ſee and receiveit : If the work they are abouc 
be of God, (as undoubtedly it is, then it muſt proſper ; beware 
therefore to be found any more 1n opputing of it, leaſt yee alſo 
be found fighters againſt God. As for me, Iam but a child, and 
as one of yeſterday, yet through Grace, Iam what Iam z and as 
I 


(16) 
T own that ſtate wherein I was, when I walked with you, for tru. 
ly I can fay there was a meaſure of ſinglenels and fincerity within 
meinit, and therefore I may not difown it, nor any, while they 
ſo continue there, ifthey be not wilfully oppoſing further diſco. 
very ; yet thisI verily know, and can truly ſay, I then was, and 
now am called of the Lord to go further, forgeting the things that 
are behind , to preſs forward for the priſe of thehigh calling of 
Godin Chriſt Jeſus, and this is that 1 aimat, and which thorough 
the help of my God, inthis way ſo much by you ſo {lighted and 
geſpiſed; as I keep faithful to what 1 know of it, I have mote 
hope of attaining then ever. 

Now that I may come toa cloſe, I have but a few words more 
to ſay toſuch of thoſe to whom theſe Papers are direfted, who 
are gone beyond Sex, if at any time this ſhall come to their hands, 
which is todeſirecthemin the fear of the Lord, to conlider ſeri- 
ouſly what is therein ſaid unto them in particular, and if withoue 
prejudice in (oberneſs they wait for it , Iam hopeful, it ſhall be 
ſaid untothem, how came yeehere? and what do you here, ſeek- 
ing touphold that which I am pulling down, and to bear down 
that which I am ſetting up ? this is not your work, returnfrom 
whence yee came, and it ſhall be ſhewn unto you. Dear Friends, 
(for fo are yeeto me) whither yee will hear or forbear, yet know 
of a truth Iſpeak not unto you without a warrant, 
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A Lamentation ever, and an Expoſiubation with the Perp!e 
of Scotland, for their ſo gain-ſtanding and oppoſing the 
appea' ance of God among the Lord's People, called in deri- 
70n Quakers ; ' And for their foul Defeftion and Apoſtacy 
from what the primitive Proteſtants and Reformers were, 
(whoſe ſucceſſors they boaſt themſelves to be) yea and from 
what they have been but of late dayes themſelves, 


H, oh, people of Scotland ! great is my ſorrow of heart for 

you; and when I conlider your ftate and condition, many 
times my ſoul mourns, and pangs take hold ofme, as of a wo- 
man in travel, and I cannot ceaſe, but cake up a lamentation 0- 
ver you, if poſlibly any of you hereby may be reached and awa- 
kened out of thedeep ſlumber of ſecurity, whereinto ye have 
fallen, to contider your wayes and turn unto the Lord , from 
whom ye have deeply revolted, and againſt whom ye are fight= 
ing in this day; and his appearance ye are calluminating, blaſ- 
pheming & oppoling,as witneſſeth roo manifeſtly your ſavage and 
cruel dealings with the Lord's people, whom he hath framed for 
himſelf, and who do and ſhall ſhew forth his praiſe to the ends of 
the earth, Oh, oh, your cruel mockings , your hard ſpeeches, 
your inhumane uſage of them, one way and another, is noticed 
and marked before him; yea, it is writ as with a pen of iron and 
a point of a Diamond, and the leaſt grain weight of their ſuffer- 
ings by him is regarded, and he will be avenged of their enemies, 
and repay them double; yea, great is the indignation and wrath 
of the Lord againſt you; verily I have felt ir, yea, 1 have ſeen it 
(and many others with me) burning like a very Sea of fire and 
brimſtone, ready to break out upon you, as certainly it will do, 
and (weep you away tothe bottomleſs pit, if ye do not prevent 
it by ſpeedy and unfeigned repentance. Alas unthankful People, 
do ye (0 requite the Lord ? is this the fruic ye bring forth to 
him, after he gave you deliverance from your enemies, and 
peace and reſt round about? remember and call to mind the 
rock from whence ye were hewed out of, and the pit from 
whence ye were digged, and conſider your poor, low and yo 
Cavie 
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cable condition, and your fore-fathers eſtate, in the day of your 
arid their nativity, when the Lord firſt viſited you in Egypr, the 
da: kne(s of Popery I mean, and gave unto your fathers a little 
Goſhen, where they had light, when the Egyptians (ſuch as re- 
mained Papiſts) were choaked with.the thick darkne(s ; and after 
when the Lord called them forth out of Egypt, and they begun 
to remove, having a red Sea before them, Pharoah (Antichriſt in 
che Pope) and his complices behiad, and mountains on every fide, 
yet the Lord was with them, a!1d did fight on their behalf, and 
they ſaw great wonders in Egypt and in the Wilderneſs, but wich 
many of them God was not well pleaſed, for they tempted him 
exceedingly, whereby the Lord was provoked to (wear againſt 
them, that ſuch ſhould not enter into his Reſt ; and Oh, how have 
yetheir poſterity, luſted in your hearts to return into Egypt, be. 
cauſe of the onyons, and garlick,and fleſh-pots thereof,and others 
of you would not go forwards at the command of the Lord, but 
ye would fit down in the Land which God never appointed for 
your reſt, for it was but the wilderneſs, and ye made to your 
ſelves of it a reſting and dwelling place, where ye thought to have 
planted Orchards and Vineyards, and to have eaten Cf the fruit 
thereof, whereby it came to pals, that ye loathed the Mannafrom 
Heaven, and the Lord became wroth, and ceaſed to rain of it any 
moredown upon you and ye did eat of the fruit of your own 
doings, and your Vineyards which ye planted, brought ye 
forth abominable fruit, whereby your ſouls were diſtaſted, and 
many of you became to be paſt feeling of God; and the Manna 
from Heaven became ſuch a myſtery unto you, as it is at this day, 
that ye own ſuch a thinggdelution and blaſphemy z and the cloud 
by day, and the firy-piller by night, which the Lord gave to your 
fathers to lead them, have you turned your backs upon, ad {hut 
your eyes, that ye might not ſee, and the Lord was provoked to 
remove it from you, and it cealed to appear, and your fooliſh 
hearts were ſo darkened, that yedenyed altozether ſuch a thing, 
a'(d at this day ye call it a fancy, viz. the Revelation of Goll's 
Spirit. Oh, oh, how are ye degenerate into a ſtrange Plants 
who were a noble Vine, a right ſeed ! how have ye turned trom 


.that which was the rock that followed your fathers, was their 


ſtay, was their . Manna, was their Leader and Guid, their Moſes ? 


but have ye not ſaid w.ti them, who typically d d repreſent 
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eſtate, Asifor this Moſes, A. know not what. is become of him, 
let us take our jewels and ear-Tings of gold, and make it into a 
god, that may go.up before us into the Land ; and now after your 
ongand ſore travel in the Wilderneſs, wherein ye have abode 
many years,. going backward and forwards, wandring up and 
down, having loſt the fight of the cloud which pointed you the 
way, and forgotten that rock which followed and accomparjied 
your fathers, out of which living waters flowed to their refre{t- 
ment (which rock was Chrift) and after many of your carkafles 
have fallen, becauſe of unbelief, and more are yet to fall, It hath 
pleaſed the Lord to raileup tous, among your ſelves, that Pro- 
phet wherent Moſes wrote, and his Word we have heard ſounded 
forth (which is near even in our hearts) ſaying to us by the po- 
werful breath of his Spirit, Ariſe, ariſe, this 1s not your reſt, it # 
polluted, it will deſtroy you with aſore deftruGtion ; and the voice 
was ſo powerful, chat it hath quickned us, who were dead with 
you while we were living, and the firy-piller hath appeared to us, 
glory to God for his gift, and ſhineth forth with beams of glory ; 
and the Lord hath opened the windows of Heaven, and rained 
down on us the Manna from Heaven, which is the food of Angels, 
and not like the Manna which the Fews did eat and died, but that 
which feedeth us ynto life everlaſting; and the rock, even the 
erernal rock and ſalvition of Gods people is revealed unto us,out 
of which ſpringeth pure living water fromthe fountain of life; 


and Foſhra, which is Jeſus, is given us for a head to lead us into 


the Land of Promiſe, an entrance into which many witnels at this 
day, and others are in the way, and have got a fore-taſte of the 
Vine-grapes of the Land,and hath ſounded forth a good report 
concerning the (ame,and many hath believed the report, and tryed 
the truth thereof, and found it to be erue, even ſome of your 
felves, who were as you, whoſe eyes the Lord'out of his infinite 
mercyhath opened,and they have found a placeof repentance for 
all their hard ſpeeches and enmity againſt the people of the Lord 
(inthe time of their ignorance) and his work and appearance, 
and have become aſhamed and confounded therefore : and I know 
alſured{yit ſpall be ſo with others, who for the preſent (through 
the ignorance that is in them) may be perſecuting the Saints of 
God; but alas, alas, how dangerous and deplorable i« the c 1ndi- 


tion of the moſt pait of you, for the time, with whom our teſti- 
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mony can haye no room, nor find place in you; aud the good 
Land, whereof we report, has no more credit with you, | if 
it were a cunningly deviſed Fable, even the Kingdom of God and 
of his Chriſt, in the Revelation of his eternal Light, Life, Power, 
and Spiritin our hearts, which fills us with joy unſpeakable, and 
full of giory, - and: ſatisfies the defares of our ſouls; fo that we 
have true content in the injoymenr of our God, and have all and 
abound, poſſefling him in whoſe favour is life, and at whole righe 
hand are pleaſures for ever more ; the ſtreams thereof, your thick 
walled priſons, and bolted gates, within which ye ſhut us up, can- 
not hinder from flowing into our ſouls, and for the pretjouſneſ(s 
and excellency of his dear and ſweet love, which he hath cauſed, 
and does cauſe us to feel ſhed abroad in our hearts, are we made 
willing patiently and contentedly to go thorow all the reproach 
and oppclition we can meet with from you, if poſllibly we be 
made inſtrumental to reach ſome of you, that thereby ye may 
be ſaved with us, and induced to walk in the Light of the Lord 
with us, which has appeared and (hined forth in its glory,and (as 
Solomon (aid) Truly it is a ſweet and a pleaſant thing to behold the. 
light.O how ſweet is it, how pleaſing, how refreſhing,how healingy 
how comforting, how ſure a Guide ; what aſlurance and f(atis+ 
faction it gives to the ſoul, none knows but ſuch as are come to 
perceive it in their own kearts : this, this was it diſcovered unto 
your fathers the many groſs abominations and ſuperſtitions of 
Popery, (o that they came co loath and abhor them; this led 
them forth out of Egypt, this diſcovered unto them Babylon the 
m>other of fornications, and the cup wherewith (he had bewitch- 
ed them; ſothat they had no reſt till they vomirted up fo much 
of the ſame as they perceived to be poylonous, And oh, had you 
their poſterity kept chaſt to the leadings of the Lord by his Light, 
which was near unto you, as well as unto them, even the light of 
Chriſt, which ealightens every man that comes into the world, 
and (hineth in darkneſs, though the darknel(s cannot comprehend 
it; had you C ſay) kept chaſt chereto, and given it the prehemj= 
nence aboveall, how unſpeakable had your happinels been at this: 
day, and'now is your miſery the greater, that ye have adultera« 
ted there-from, and become {o impudent and ſhameleſs as to de- 
ny it for a leader, or to give it the preheminence, for have ye 
Qot (ec the letter of the Scriptures above it, and mide them uny- 
9. 
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to your ſelves 2 golden Calf to be a Guide, Leader and Rule 
unto you, whereas if ye had given them the proper place, ſet- 
ting them under the Light and Spirit of Jeſus Chrift, from which 
they came, and to which they point, it being their 6wn teſtimo- 
ny, that they are not that light, but were given and ſent forth to 
bear witneſs of the light, that all in the light (not in them) mighe 
believe: 1 ſay, had you givento them their proper place, they 
bad been as jewels and ear-rings of gold unto you, and uſeful 
m their room, whereas, through your abuſe of them, and ſetting 
their teſtimony above the inward and immediate teſtimony of 
Jeſus, which is the ſpirit of Prophecie(Rev, 19. 10.) they are 
become your ſnare, and "a fealed book unto you, - that ye cannot 
read nor undesftand their interpretation, becanſe ye have gone 
from the key (the Light and Spirit of Chriſt) which would bave 
opened them unto you, and now they are parables unto you, 
and dark ſayings, though you call them plain; but plain indeed 
aie they, and ealie tobe underſtood by the children and Babes cf 
Light ; and becauſe ye have: ſo gone a whoring from that which 
would have proved a (overaign remedy and antidote againſt the 
wayes atid wiles of the Devil, and Babilons cup of fornications, 
therefore the light being a holy, pure and chaſt thing, hath been 


rovoked much to withdraw, and Wiwythave cauſe to be afraid, 'f 
* it eternally depart from you, and you be ſhut up in blackneſs 


of darkneſs, who hath ſo forſaken and undervalued your own 
mercy, and miſprized the gift of God unto you, given you to 
profit withal , and which only can open your eyes, and-give you 
the knowledge of the glory of God, which is life eternal ; and 
you being wandred fromthe light, whichis the firſt principle and 
key to open upthe oracles and myſteries of God's Kingdom ; you 
have come to read the Scriptures with afalſe eye, and have un- 
derſtood them, (yea and uſed them) as weapuns .to fight againſt 
the appearance of Chriſt in his people at this day, as the Fews 
did againſt the fame Lord Jeſus Chrift in his appearance accord- 
ingeo the fleſh ar Feruſalem, they diſputed aga' "ſt him from the 
Scriptures, whereas they teltined of him ; but the vail was upon 
their eyes, and they had loſt the key (which was the light and 
Spirit of Chrift that gave them forth.) which their Teachers 
had taken from them, as your Teachers have done from you, 
Oh, let this be a Lamentation for ever , that of the rcck that be- 
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got you, yeeare become fo unmindful and turn'd againſt that 
which was the very life, marrow and ſubſtance of your reformati- 
en, and you having loſt the iame , what remains bue a Jead car- 
ca{s,or rather an image of a ret rmed Church, | 
witha wrong {piric, waich is the \iie »t th? Wie, Beaſt, and 
falſe Propher, who are all for the Pic, And Yi how have yee be- 
trayed your own cauſe, and given it 2 way into the hands of your 
enemies,as appears by your argi4m2ats yee make nſe of agaialt us, 
the very ſelf ſame the Papiſt: cook agaiaſt your Fathers, did they 
not upbraid them with innovations, and the novelty of their 


Religion, being but of a tew years and daves Randing; did nat 


chey upbraid them with tne fe vaeſs of their numyYer 2 did they 
not upbraid them with their ignorance, calling them idiots and 
unlearned, as indeed they were to Humane Learning many of 
them; but they were caught of God, which was far bectery did 
they not nick-name them, calling them after ſuch baſe and con» 
temptible names, whereby to render them odious unto the peo- 
ple ? did they nor raiſe up many, falſe flanders and reports againſt 
them ? did they not perſecute them with fire and faggot, impri- 
fonment and ſpoyling of their Goods, which they et 0k joyfully; 
and did they not queſtion them as the Fewes did Chriſt and his 
Diſciples, and as yee do us concerning the authority who gave ' 
thema command to preach and reform; and had your Fathers 
any recourſe to make, but unto that which conld well bear them 
thorough, as it does us today, viz, the immediate call of Gods 
Spirit intheir hearts; and have yee not ſo uſed ns, have yee not 
nick-named us, and raiſed many falſe reports'concerning us, and 
greedily ſucked in the fame of them from others who invented 
them : Oh how ſtrange have we been andare to you at this day, 
have yee not refuſed us, the name of Chriſtians, which yee will 
not (cruple to give to drankards,curſers, whoremongers,murde- 
rers, prophane and abominable perſons among your ſelves, whom 
yee ownas your Church members, have yee not cajled us worſe 
then the very vileſt of men, eventhen Turks or Pagans; fayirg, 
weareunworthy to live, and have yee not givenit forth that one 
delign is £o overthrow and root out of the world the Chriſt an 
Religion, and that we ſtrike at the very foundamenta!s thereof ; 
Oh that we ſhould be fo miſtaken by you, if your Predeceflors 
were live in the body, many of them we could, willingly appeal 
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unto and next under Gud,(et them co judge betwixt you and us, 
inchis matter, and we are (ure they would not have ſo miſtaken 
us, as yee havedone; for —_—_ they had not cometo ſee 
things as they are at this day (een, and were far ſhort of the know- 
ledge God bath now given to his people, being as it were 
the morning dawning , or twy-light unto them ) fo that 
they had not diſcovered the bottom of all Babilons treaſures, 
nor got ridof the many inventions and traditions of men, yet a 
mealuient truth many of them received from the Lord,and were 
gathered ina meaſure co walk in the Light, and lite thereof, (and 
had confidence in the Lord co (eal their Teſtimony with their 
blood againſt the Man of (11) and they being ina meaſure of truth 
themſelves could not but have kaown us , for all the children of 
light, and who are begot of the living word of truth, which gives 
a diſcerning to know one another inthe truth , and inthe light 
and (pirit, which firft begot them , and this is the true rule of 
knowing one another, ad who come hither can dearly own and 
 haveuni 1 with others a> brethren, though differing from them 

in ſome things, if they can feel them in the liviag word and (pitt 
of truth in which their life Kinds , and their tellowſhip and com- 
munion with God, and one with another ; andit's not the many 
opinions agreed upon that is the bond of peace, bur the unity of 
the ſpirit; now yee having wa'ndred from the Word of truth, 
aud light and ſpiric of Chii.t, which gives and preſerves 1a the 
diſcerning and feeling one another, as members of one body, yet 
retaining ſomewhat of the form of truth and (ome of their opi- 
nions, yee could not but miſtake and oppoſe us, as your greateſt 
enemies, aud your fathers enemies al('>, in whoſe ſucceſhon ye (0 
much boaſt, thongh we be much nearer them then your ſelves, 
both in principles and praftices (excepting (ome things they had 
not got rid of ſome of Bibylons waies and baggage, which tl:ey 
brought away with them, I mean ſome Popilh opjnjons,cuſt ms, 
and traditions which in that day paſſed for the matters of God, 
bur now they are ſeen in the light, which hath broke up in a grea» 
ter meaſure to have Antichriſts (upericription- upon them, aid 
Bbzlon the Whores (upecſcription, which we coming; to diſcea 
could not but give her what was hersz now ic hath been al» 
waye: that ſuch who have gnt int» the form of rruch, and not in« 
tothe power ſpirit and life therevf, hath moit pertecuted wo 
who 
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who had come thereunto, witneſs the Profeſſors among the Fewr, 
wieh heir Prieſts, Teachers, Doors and Rabies, who were the 
greateſt enemies to Chrift and his Diſciples. Oh how ſhall I be- 
mone and bewail you people of Scetland, who have been and are 
in your own appreuealions exalted unto the Heavens, and looked 
upon your ſelves, and were (0 reputed iy others, as the choiceſt 
Nation inthe World for the purity of the Goſpel ,, and Goſpel 
Worſhip, and Ordinances : Oh how are yeetallen; and become a 
hifling and reproach to all round about you , and the enemy hath 
gottenthis advantage over you; ſaying, ah { would we have it, 
this is the day we looked for, andit is come, is this the royal and 
magnificent City which gave her ſelf forth, to be the praiſe of the 
wholeearth, and a'dread and terrour to her enemies round as 
bout, let our eye look upon her, for ſheis become defiled , theis 
become as one of us; bow is the ſtately City fallen! how is her 
glory defaced ! how is her bulwarks and walls broken down,who 
boaſted in the ſtrength of them, as if the gates of Hell could never 
have prevailed againſt her: | Oh how have yee giver occaſion to 
the enemy to revile'and reproach you, and theliving truth of the 
living God, by and through you hath {uffered alſo, and the name 
of God hath been exceedingly diſhonoured, and blaſphem'd, and 
many hath been tempted in their hearts by your miſcarriage to 
think all Religion a mockery and delulton : And Oh how have yee 
quite loſtaxd fallen from that timplicity and honeſty that was in 
your forefathers, andin ſome of your (elves alſo in thetime of 
your-infancy and poverty, but now yes are grown up, and bes 
come wiſeand rich, lacking nothing but having all; Oh were not 
your choughts of your Retormation ſuch as nothing cauld have 
bzen added thereto, but as if the topitone had been put thereup-n; 
and the frame-and building had become intirez but ala(s, alaſs, 
what ſhall I compare you to,but even to Laodicez,wh ſe thoughts 
whereſuch of her ſe)f, and yer ihe was poor and miferable, and 
naked, and wanted the eye ſalve, which 1s the light which yee alſo 
want, and you are become lnke-varm, neither hot.nor cold, and 
are near to be ſpewed out,as many of you are already ; Oh how is 
your Gold turned 18to bra(s, and your.hiiver become drofs, and 
your 'wine become water; how are your Nazarites that were 
white as ſhow, and pure as wo-1 become black a: Charcoal; how 
is your Glory turn'd into ſhame, your Rtrengeh into weakne(s, 
your 
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your zeal into a cold neutrality, concerning the cauſe and work 
of God, butin (o far as yeare perſecuting his witneſſes, . only 
becauſe they are more righteous then your ſelves, and there is 
ſcarce one to be found among you all to day, bearing a ſutable 
reſtimony for God, according to your own very principles, and 
yehavenot the hearts to ſuffer for that which ye formerly cau- 
ſed others to ſuffer for by you, who would nor go- along with 
you in that which ye cafled che cauſe of God, and the inter eſt 
and concernment of Jeſus Chriſt. Oh, how hath this day difco- 
veredyou ! how are ye ſtripped, and your nakednels laid open ? 
how are ye become an hundred fol nuwre vile then other Nati- 
ons, who never had ſuch a Profeſſion of God and of his Truth, 
as you have made, Oh, oh, how are my bowels troubled _ 
for you / 


19th. of tho toth- 
Montth 1564+ 


George Keath. 
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A Demonſtration of the Apoſtacy and defeition of the (fo 
calied) Church of Scotland, from what their Fathers, the 
Primitive Proteſtants, aud Reformers were in Principles, 
to the number of 14, 07 16. and 4 many pradtiſes alſo, 
wherein their Apoſtacy alſo and defetion from what they 
have beenthemſelves, but of late dayes in ſeveral part; 
culars ts hinted at, and there wile relapſe tnto Popery (out 
of which they were never cleanly extricate) i diſcovered, 
and theiy treachber b/ laia open 1us the mattex of their Cove- 
nant which they cryea up as the glory of thetr Nation, and 
the concernment and imereſt of Jeſus Chriſt, which now 
they have trampled undcr feet as the myre in the ſtreet, and 
think ſhame of it 4s if it had been aw hores brat. 


N love and compaſſion to your ſouls, if happily any of you 
may be convinced, and in the will and commandement of God, 
who hath laid it upon me,to ſhew unto you your abominations; if 
thereby his Witneſs in your conlciences may be reached, and ye 
brought to ſome ſenſe of the evil of your wayes, that you may 
repent and find mercy of him; and not out of any evil will (the 
ſearcher of hearts knows) I bear to any of you, I ſhall proceed 
to demonſtrate the Apoſtacy of your Church and Nation.Prieſts 
and People, from what the primitive Proteſtants and firſt Re- 
formers were, whole ſucceſſors ye boaſt your ſelves to be, that 
ye may ceaſe your glorying in the fleſh, and may know the Land 
of your nativity and deſcent , which is but from Hagar; and 
' though ye call your ſelves the children of Abraham, yet ye have 
not his faith, but your father 1s at Hittit, and your mother an 
Amyrit, which was the challenge of the Lord even againſt them 
who deſcended from Abrabam, and were according to their pro- 
felon the choiceſt people in world for Religion, but they were 
gone from Abraham's taith, and the Spirit and Principle which 
guided him, which was Chriſt the Light ; for Abrabam ſaw his 
. day 
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day and rejoyced init ; for before Abrabam was, he was ; and (0 
are you generally gone from che ſpirit and life of yonr Fathers, 
which was the kernel, and have kepr the husk and hell as the 
Fews did, who put Chriſt co death, 4s youhave done, and are 
doing; and I can inſtance to you (ome of your Fathers, who were 
honelt and faithful ſervants to God in their day, who (aw your 
Apoſtacy and defe&ion coming; namely, Fobn Knox, George 

iſhard and Fohn Welſhe (as appears by this mans Epiſtle with ſe- 
veral other that's extant this day )who by the ſpirit of Propheey 
foretvld,thatChrift ſhould be again crucified in Scotland,as he hath 
been and is amongſt, you,as he was among & in us alſo,till ie pleaſed 
the Lordto raiſe us up togecher with him; and the Son of Righ- 
teouſneſs hath ariſen upon us, with healing under his wings, and 
we witneſs the Son of God come, and we have been made to 
look upon him, and mourn becauſe of our piercing of him, and he - 
hath comforted us after all our furrows, and brought us to walk 
in the light of his countenance , and begotten us unto a livin,” 
hope by his ReſurreQion from the dead, 'and fuch-need no verbal 
demonſtration of your Apoſtacy, ſering the lame in the light, as 
it were engraven upon your forcheads in great letters, ſothat he 
who runneth may read, who have an eye or ſenſe to perceive; 
and that ye are ſo unſenhible your ſelves, it argues a very great 
deadnefs, that hath overfluwn you: but becauſe many cannot 
readin the Spirit your defe&ion and Apoſtacy, as neither cn ye 
your ſelves, therefore I ſhall make a viitble demonſtration of it 
unto you, Which ye cannot ſhun, though .ye would never ſo 
Kain, (for the witneſs ſhall ariſe in your conſciences, which- ye 
ſhall not be able co hold down, and juſtifie my declaration) from 
drawing a paraltel betwixt your —i and pra- 
Rices, and-yours ;, ſo willall who have theleaſt meaſure of inge- 
nuity and true underſtanding, (ee how ye. have from them, 
and quite loſt the true Proteſtant cauſe, for which the Lord fir} 
raiſed them up, and how ye bave healed the wound of the beaſt, 
which your fathers gave it. 

Let all who bave any meaſure of (implicity among you, and 
deſires to know the perfe&t way of God, ſerioufly. conſider, that 
for which the Lord raiſed up his witnefles in alt ages againſt Anti« 
chriſt, and myſterie Babylon, who ſtill gave her (elf forth for the 
Spoule of Chrift, but was indeed a _— and deceived the In- 


habitants 
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habieants of the earth by her mask, getting many ofthe ontward 
forms and words of;che Saints, the ſheeps cjoathing, bur in- 1 
wardly adylterated fromthe hfe and Spirit of Jeſus Chrift,- the" 
only foundation of the true Church ; arid was not the ground of. 
the Dragons, Whores, Beaſts, falſe Prophets quarrel againſt the 
Martyrsand witneſſes of Chriſt principally this? hat they held che 
teſtimany. of Jeſas, which is the fpirit of Prophecie (Kev, 19,10.) 
and bear witneſsagaint the Whore, who had the form retained 
without the power, yeadenyed the: power of - re denyed 
the teachiags aid leadings: of the Spirit of Chrift, and the Reve- / 
lation of kim in the hearts of the children of men? (this is the An- 
tichrift who denjes Chriſt the Son come thns in the revelation of 
himſelfia the-hears.z for that coming of Chritt in-his bodily ap- 
pegranceat Feriualer, Antichrift will not, does noc deny it, being 
he! kngws [16 will never harm his: Kingdom; ſo to confeſshim 
come, providing Chrift his-Kingdom be not ſet up in the heart.) 
now. was. there not: ſach a diſpenfationin the earth, were there 
not a. people-in_ the ApoHes dayes, who witnelied Chriſt come 
agait-in fpivit, accondmyg to his promife 2 who ſaid, lfany keepimy 
commaids, I and-my.Father will come:and dwell with him, And 
agajn, J.go aWway,;buti will not leave you comfortle(sy [ will come: 
againuyto-you ( Fobe 17.) Andafter the Reſurrettion and Aſo 
cenkon, of Chriſt, werethey.not indued with the Spirit fromon 
high,and filed with the holy Ghoſt }: did they not live in the Spi- 
rit, walk-aften theSpirit 2: did is not givethe knowledge of the 
my lterigs iof God's Kingdom, unto them ? did nor: the Spirit of 
Wiſdom and Revelation openttheeyes aftherr underſtanding, to 
know the lave of. Chrift, which paſleth knowledge? and while 
they kept here, did they not remain a pure chaſt Ghurch unto 
Chrift? aud while; the-eye-was kepe open and {ingle by the reve- 
Iationof the Spirit of Truth, could the Dragon, or Whore, or 
Antichri prevail. over them could the many traditions or in- 
ventious get place, as the Ordinances:of Chriſt; had they kept to 
the evidence and demonſtration of the Spirit of God ? Now was 
not the priacipal Defe&zon-and Apoſtacy from this, even the pure 
chaſt Light, Life-nd Spicit:of Chriſt cevealing God;and the things 
of this Kingdom unto them >: and, when people wandred from 
this, there the inventions took place, - and. Bahylons cup was 
+. druak, forthe vailcame over, whereby the true Gilcerning was 


loft, 
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loft, and awronigeye opened, which could notbut jadge amife of 
the things of God, and:of bis People; fandiwreft and abule the Scri= 
ptu:e<, Now yewho lay,” Tbat there was indeed: fireb 4di[penſatt- 
on, bug now it hath ceaſed, and isneverany 'more to take footing in 
the eaith, do ye not hereby demonſtrate your ſelves tobe of the 
wiao) iſh Church? for hath not thns been her plea all along this dark 
night of Ap->ſtzcy,that theRevelation, Feachings,and feadingsof the 
Spirit of Chriſt is ceaſed? therefore another Head was fetup m the 
Churca then Chriſt Jeſus, and the Pope and his Council was made 
Judge codetermine all controverſies of: Rehigion, and no'man was 
to look at an infallible Judge,(the >pirit. of Truth withinhim) and 
ate ye not become as bad, who openly: affurm, that:ye are noted b 
the iotallible Spitir, 2nd conſequently -ner by the Spirit f God 
and your Church Conteſlion of Faith faith;*;The formet' way of God 
revealing himſelf by Prophecy and immediate Revelatton, is cedfed; and 
G 4 hach committed bis counſel wholly into writing { or to the Sariptures ) 
and nthing is to be added thereto by avy new revelation of tbe Spirit, 
And vb, how far are.ye #2 this point. degenerated and-apoftatized 
from the pr imitive Proteſtants and Reformers, who not only aftirm- 
ed, that there was unmediate Revelations from-God, and*that the 
Spirit of Prophecie was not ceaſed, but witneſſed the ſameinthem- 
felves, and foretold many things of conſequence bythe fpirit of 
P-ophecie, which came to paſs: did not Fobu Knox, wid* George 
W:ſhard prophecie exceeding elearly Þ vf-whom is waslrid; "That 
from the day be entred wh1n.bis Manjfery, 8 bis-death, there mever cine 
aftorm upon the Church, but bt foreſaw the end of it ; " may be ſeen 
m che Book of the Reformation of the/Church of Sorted; and 
mz''y others did prophecie, as ye may .read in Fox's :Book of Mar. 
tyrs: and was not this the main and only. pillar of the Proteftang 
cauſe againſt the Papiſts, who ſhould bethe Judge of Chntroverkes, 
aid che interpreter-of Scriptures }The Pope and tis Connell, with 
the Fathers, ſaid, The Papiſts ; no (aid the Proceftands, but the Spi. 
rit of God, And I read in the fore-cited Book of Martyrs, how 
when ome who were burnt for their teftimony to the Truth, in 
Queen CMaries dayes, were called befovethe PopiſhClergy, and 
Biſhops- who diſputed with them: and-when the *controverhie aroſe 
eoucerning ſuch pats or Scripeures, the Popiſh party alleadged 
the determinaticnof the Churchz but the Martyrs pleaded for the 
dete.mination of the Spirit of God : =_ when it was queried, if 
as} 2 fi:ch 
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ſuch had the Spirit of God, _ ie was 'unſwered, Yes, (and one 
brought chat Scripturefor his affertion, who is Antichriſt, but be that 
denyetb that Chriſt is come in tbe fleſh)che people partly fluted there- 
' at, and laughed them co ſcorn, as yee do us at this day, becauſe we 
affirm that we have the Spirit of God, and that Chrift is come, and 
his life made manifeſt in our mortal fleſh as (aith the Apoſtle Pay]; 
And that which ſounds very harſh in your cars at this day, and is 
mocked at by you, yea, accounted delulion and blaſphemy, viz, En. 
thuſiaſm, or the aſpiration of God, and the motion of his Spirit; 
wasa thing uſually known, profeſſed, and poſlefſed alſo by them, as 


may be-read at large in the aforeſaid books , and they (aid faith was. . 


the Inſpicatian of Gods Spirit, (and ſoit is, and Tdeny that there is 
any true faich; but that which comes as really and immediately from 
theinſpiration of the Spirit, as ever Pax!, or Peter, or any of the A+ 
poſtles and Prophets witneſſed che ſame , whom yee your ſelves ac- 
knowledge to have been inſpired, and were they now living yee 
would hi(ls at them as yee do atus; calling them Intbufiaſts : and Oh 
what a time are we fallen in,that che inſpiration of the Spirit of God 
which is the very breath of life iato the ſouls of the Lords people, 
ſhould beſcorned, and ſuch as witneſs fucha bleffed and glorious 
diſpenſation, nick-named Fanaticks and mad men, even by them 
who have-pretended ſo highly to be che reformed Church, and at 
ſuch a time wherein the day of God is broke up in ſiich clearneſs 
inthe midſt of; them, yet they know it nor. 

- 2. Yourfore-fathers.the primitive Proteſtants 21d Reformers, 
whoſaw a little further into myſterie Babylon then others that went 
before them for the day brake up gradually, and there ſucceeded 
a people whoſaw over theſe, who compile, or rather Engliſhed 
the Service-book, and they diſowned it, as they did allo all other 
ſet forms of Prayer, and cryed chem down as deal lifeleſs things, 
and they were for a worſhip in Spirit : thus it was, but even of very 
late dayes, in Queen Elizebeth and King Fames the (ixth, and ſiich 
were nick-named by their enemies Pxritans ; and they affirmed that 
the Spirit of the Lord was only to teach them to pray and worſhip, 
and not any Book or Man whatſ5ever; and were not (et forms of 
Prayer cryed down allo in Scotland, as lifeleſs barren things (and 
the ſervice-Book denyed) and now have ye not again licked up that" 
vomit, and through your Cities men (ſet up (moſtly alſo ſcandalous 


in their converſatious) at ſuch hours of che day or nighteo na 
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ſet form of Prayer? and is there any material difference betwixe 
this and the Service-book ? And have not your brethrenin England 
taken it up again? and when it's offered tv you to read, will ye 
not alſo do the like? there is no queſtion of it, but moſt of you 
will, and worſealſo, when yeare put to thetryal ; and ob, what a 
myfterieis it eo you, praying and {inging in the Spirit! are ye not 
become (> impudent, as to mock this alſo, as 1 have oft witneſſed 
my ſelf, when your Church-members hath been ſo ſhameleſs as to 
cryinthe very ſtreets at us, when paſling by, When came the Spirit 
Lf upon you , give us a Prayer from the Spirit ? Anddo ye not flatly 
deny praying and worſhipping in Spirit, who deny Extbuſiaſm, 
which 1s to (ay, being interpreted (for it's a Greek word) the inſp'« 
ration of the Spirit of God, which is the only flame that kindles 
up holy ih the ſoul after God ? and you who can prate and - 
talk unto God without a Book in your Pulpits, and chief places of 
the Synagogues, and elſewhere (in your own wills and times, and 
in the wills and times of others) from a rhetorical ſtrain, as if ye 
werecomplementing ſome great Prince, your prayers are as life'eſs 
and ſpiricle(s, as thoſe Gard of the Maſs-book; and were ye come 
truly to the ſpirit of -prayer, ye would know a bridle to your 
tongues (without which your Religion is but vain) and that the 
Spiric of God, which bloweth as well, when and where ir liſteth, is. 
alſo as far from being limicted to ſet times as to ſet forms 3 and we 
read not in the whole Sciipture, that the Lord hath appointed any 
ſet times of prayer under the Goſpel, to his people at all, whoſe 
great and moſt importa'1t work, is to wait the movings of the Spirit 
of Life from God at all times, whether to pray or give thanks, or 
to any other ſpiritual exerciſe; and bleſſed are they who come hi- 
ther,for they ſhall know that it is not in vain to wait upon the Lord; 
for we have waited patiently upon him, and have witnefſed, and do 
witneſs the pourings forth of the ſpirit of Prayer aud praiſe, ſup- 
plications and chank(ſgivings (filling our hearts and ſouls night and 
day)to the Gol of our lite; and true prayer is the gift of God, 
which cometh not at allin mans will or time, and therefore the ſea« 
ſon is to be waited for, which God bath kept in his own hand, and 
hath the key of the heart to open ic when hepleaſeth, and the key 
into the houſe of prayer, where is the throne of grace, without - 
acceſs to which, in the drawings of the Spirivof life, man hath no 
acceptation with God, nor his ſerviceor worſhip all is but idola- 
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Try and abomination, only ſuch who come to God, thron 
'Mediator and Interceſſor, Chriſt the Life, feeling the living draw. 
ings thereof in the particular, are accepted of him, and made joyfil 
#2 the houſe of prayer; and hath ic not been the regret of ſum 
among you (and may be yet when ye are in a ſober mood) that the 
ſpirit of prayer is mach loſt, and 2 dry complementing of Gud 
comeinthe room thereof? | 

' * 3, Were'not your fore-fathers, the primitive Proteſtants and 
Reformers, a ſeparated people ? tid not they diſown the Popiſh 
Aﬀemblies, and their preaching arid wo! {hip as idvlatry, and forlake 
it? and did not thoſe called Pwritans, both in England and Scotland, 
feparate themſelves from the other party, who ſtuck ro the Service. 
bosk, and other ſuperſfitions ? and' did not the ſober peopletn 
Seotland, inthe former times of Prelacy, ſeparate from the Prela- 
tical Aſſemblies and thzic Confoi miſts > did they not meet apart, 
and talkedtogerher of the work of God on their own hearts, and 
worſhipped God in Spiric, and his blefltag and preſence was among 
tim, while they kept chatto him, and mixed nor with Idolaters} 
Now, have yenot apoſtatized herein alſo, and mixed your ſelves in 
withthe profane rabbleof the world, as bad and worſe then Papiſts, 
Turks, Pagans, which bath provoked the Lord to withdraw trom 
among you, and yeca'i pray and fing, and communicate with ſuch? 
I: ior this Babylon indeed, which is to ſay, Confufion ? andis not our 
ſepiration from you alſo, as juthifiable as the ſeparation of your fg- 
thers from Papifts, being we have found yoa to be of the (ame (pi- 
rit, aad moſtly of the ſame principles and prattices with them, and 
generally, as wicked, looſe, ſcandalous, prophane and coverous, and, 
ahounding with all manner of iniquity as they ? and are not all ſich 
Idolaters (is not thec »vetous man an Idolater, whereas covetouſ- 
nels is id atry, as ſaith the Scripture ? Y and are not a!l1dolaters to: 
be denyed, as to any fellowſhip with them in worſhip ? and your fa- 
thers did nor plead ſich dirty Rf (as you the Profelſors) have' 
learned now to do (to ſhun the Crots) for keeping the Popiſh and 
Prelatical party,cheirAſſemblies & Service-book worſhip,alledging,, 
That they fit in Moſes chair, 'and therefore are to be herd, and we may, 
he theirigood, and leave their evil, Snch reaſons prevaileit not with, 
your fathers (nor ought they, for the Chriftians come not at all co. 
the Sciibes and Phariſees, who fir in Moſes chair, but meet apart, uns. 
leſs to bear a teſtimony againft' chem'; aud bad men with all their” 
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govd words, Cay never edifie a fon! is faith or true knowledgey; 
which is life eternal; all theycay do, is to etifie in thenotion, and. 
feed the wrong part and'fpirit, which delights in; the notion of. 


eruth,and is ſ#risfied in the notiona! knowledge, out of the life; and 
the fineſt, erueſt words out of a bad mans. mourh, cannever reach 


the ſeed of God, either tothe raifing of ic up, or refreſhing it, but 
on thecontrary, burdens and kills, as ſaid the- Apoſtle of the falſe. 


Apottles, who had theletrer, and were Miniſters of ir, 'oat of the: 
Spirit and Power; and the Tetter (ayes he) kills, and{o we have 
formd it in our experience; but thefe above-mentioned arguments: 
hay2 prevailed with yon; fo that ye archerein alſo apoſtatized from 
them. 

" 4- Your fore-fathers denyed the Church! of Rome ro-be acrue 
Church, andher Prieſts, and Teachers, and Biſhops, and- Popes to 
be the true Miniſters of Chriſt, but called chem Antichriftian, and 
her the Whore of Babylon, and the Pope Antichriſt ; from which 
teſtimony, you their poſterity generally have ſhrunk, ſaying; that 
thePopiſh Komen Church is a true Church (though corrapt) whieh 
do&rineis granary maintained by you; and1 have hex it afferted 
by thofe of no (mall profeſſion, and it hath beeit preached inpab- 
lick, and chartheir Minifters are erue Miniſters, though corrupt* 
And you ay, if a Popifh Prieft ſhonld baprize a child, it holds good, 
andis a true Papriſm ; and this yearedriverrto meintaiy bythe hairs. 
of the head (fo to ſpeak) when ye atearraigned;” both byrtie Papiſtt 
onthe one hand, and by us or the' other, conterhiig the riſe of 
your Mmiftry, and the calf of your firſt Reformers re fireach''the 
Gofpel; for yeare drawn toa pittiful Diſemma, or' Alternative, 
which is to confels, that either your fit Proteſtzayvt Reformers and 
Preachers were lawfully calted by the Popiſh Priefts and Biſhops; t© 


their Miniſtry, and'conſequently, that theſe Popihh tneh were tru - 


Miniſters of Chriſt, or elſe to grant they were calle immediately 
of God; and ye findic moſt fafeto nphdld your Kingdom, to yiel 
tothe former, though againft the hair, rather then to confefs the 
Ttter ; and third ſhift cannot be invented, and ye ſhonld becori- 
ſtrained e9 give away the main pillar of your cauſe againft its, ai 


bowgh yourfelves, & faffer the root np which the National Minie. 


fry grows, to be (truck at by your own conſent 3 for your main plea 


againſt our” miniſtry and Miniſters is, Who ſent you ? have ye the call 
the Church bow can ye preach unleſs ye be called? Our anſwer is, 


£ 


we: 


I... 


--» 
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weare called of God, immediately by his Spicit, as was Tſajoh, 
Am1s, Paul, and many other ſervants of the Lord, who never had 
a call from man; and all that men can do in this point, is to ap« 
prove, conſent to, have union with ſuch as are called of God tot 
work of the Miniſtry, which we dearly own, and refuſe not toe 
- tryed by ſuch as have aſpirit of diſcerning, and the approbation of 
ſuch is accepted by us. Now ye reply to us after this manner, In. 
mediate calls are now ceaſed, : 

5. Andthisis another weighty point, wherein ye have apoſtati. 
zed from your fathers the primitive Proteſtants, whoſe anſwer was 
the (e/f-ſame with onrs tothe Papiſts (who asked chem concerning 
their calltothe Miniſtry) chat they were called and moved thereto 
by God; and it was one of the points of Dittay againſt chat faith- 
ful Martyr of Jeſus Chriſt, George Wiſhard, one of your fathers, 
whom the Papifts burnt for his teſtimony) that be had taken up the 
Miniſtry in his own head, and at his own hand, and was not called, 
toit; which may be ſeen in the fore-cited Book, called the Hiſtory 
of the reformation in Scotland, which Book ye generally own, and 
it ſhall be a witneſs againſt you ; and your fore-fathers were far 
from that poor ſhift you their poſterity run ycur ſelves upon, that 
they werecalled of the popiſh Prieſts and Biſhops; for neither were 
the moſt part of them called by ſuch, nor any other creature, and 
ſuch as were called by them, diſown'd their call, and denyed them 
to bethetrue Miniſters, or their Church (though corrupt) a true 

"Church, as yenow generally maintain : Andin the by 1 would ask 
you onequeſtion; if the popiſh Church be a erue Church (though 
corrupt) as yeaftirm, why have ye ſeparated from it? and how 
canye juftifie your ſeparation there-from ? for it's another princi- , 
ple of yours, That a Church bolding the fundamentals (which maly it 
(lay ye) @ true Church ) though there be many corruptions therein, is not 
#0 be ſeparated from, And this principle ye have taken up to juſtifie 
your compliance with Prelacy, and this late Church-madel: and 
frame, which ye formerly vomited up, and not only quit it (and. 
the poor Biſhops could not be permitted to live among you, for af- 
ter you pulled them out of their places, ye baniſht them) but yow- 
ed to God: againſt the ſame. And now it ftood ſomewhat againſt 
your ſt>macks to receive ic among you again, and honour ſuch 
as ye accounted unworthy of a foot of ground in the Nation, ant 
excommunicated then, till ye fell upon this pill, whereby ye got it 

digeſted, | 


| | (29) 
digeſted, vis."Fht Epiſcopal party is 2 true Church, and' therefore we 
ought Mot tv'ſeparate from thers becauſe of their corraptions ; and fhun«- 
ing one inconvenience,” have ye not falley upon another far greater, 
and quite given away your cauſe into the hands of the Papilts? for 
what can you anſwer them who query you, why'ye ſeparated from ' 
chem, being ztrue Church, though corrupt, as ye call it? and ['be- 
lieve, 'if Popery were urged upon y6u, eventlic blacket of it all 
and ye have too much of ic elle) this pill of yours would help the 
0 part of you co digeſt icallo, ' . i » '* 1 re 
6, And your fathers, the primitive Proteſtants, ' denyed that a 
wicked man could be a true Miniſter of the Goſpelz as may be read 
at large in Fox's Book of Martyrs; 'No man livitng inmortal fin could 
be a Miniſter of the Goſpel, was their common affection ; and it. was 
one of the points of Dittay againſt FohnHiſſe, for which he-was 
burned, ' becauſe he affirmed a wicked man 10 Miniſter ; and have ye 
not ſhainefully ſhrunk from them herein, who maintain it, that grace 
is notabfolarely neceflary for the being af a Minifter,and that wick- 
ed'nien-may be Miniſters, and'ye would\prove.it from-Fildafi heing 
an ApoRtle:' Now'Fudas telt from his Miniſtry '(as\(aclutheScri= 
prure) in ſelling his Maſter Chriſt, which, generally Your:Miniſters 
hive done z and have they not thereby fallen from their Miniſtry, 
ſappoling, bur not granting, they had once been true Miniſters ? and 
Fit not exceeding ignorance, and ſtupidity to affirm,'thata wicked 
mati, who knows 'not Chrift,- nor'che things of :his Kingdom. (as 
fajch the Apoſtle, the! natijral' mian undeyſtands/ not-the things-of 
God) can be a preacher of Chriſt and his 'Kingdom? isit notas great 
ariddle, as who would ſay, a blind man can give a true deſcription 
of light, or coJours, or Pilot a Ship, (hew che right way to-a paſ- 
ſenger? yea, and much more; how-can they preach unleſs they be» 
lieve? We believe, therefore have we ſpoken, (auth Paul. 
* 7- Your fathers, the primitive Proteſtants and Reformers, af- 
firmed, That any go0d man might be, yea, was a Prieſt and Mini- 
ter ; which alſo was the alſert10n particularly of George Wiſhard, 
and it was one point of his Dittay, aid I readit in the Hiſtory ofthe 
Reformation of the Church of Scotland, a petition put up tothe 
Queen by the firſt Reformers ; That when in the (localled) Pariſh- 
Kirk; obſcureplaces of Scripture were-read » any qualified man 
might have liberty to ſpeak and open the Scripture for the edifice- 
tion of the people ; and it was appointed ſo-rto be afterwards, as 


15 
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isevident by the Books of Policy and Diſciple, framed and pre- 
ſeated tothe Council, Arm 1560. which thing by you is called dif. 
order and confulion ; aud it was an uſual practice among them, 
without diſtinion of Clergy-man or Layely,when they mex roge. 
ther, to {peak of the things of God, and of bis work on their 
hearts, every one according to his gift ; and theſe who ſpake were. 
not diſtinguiſhed from theſe who -_ by the name of Mafer, 
and ſteppiog up into a Pulpit, and by getting the hands of ſo many 
laid upon them, or by a black Gown, or Canonical coat ; And 
Fobn Huſſe, an eminent Inſtrument of the Reformation, and Prea= 
cher in Germany, did wear a gray coat, which he gave to his friend 
ſome dayes before his death, as Fox's Book of Martyrs relates, And 
ye that areſo much again& Women-preachers, ſotye of you may 
remember ypon a day when yemet together apart, men and wo- 
men, and ſpoke of the operation of God on your hearts, without 

the diftin&ion of Sex, and womenallowed dearly, to exhort, pra 
or ſpeak, of God's dealings with their ſouls; and now ye would 
bring Pazl's words againſt womens ſpeaking in the Ghurch, of ra- 
ther agauut Chriſt che man his ſpeaking in them, being ignorang 
what women Pas! meant,;'when he wrote, that he permitted not 
the women toſpeak in the Church; now are not two or three, or 
half a dozen of men and women fearing God, gathered in his 
Name? atrueChucch ; or are not two or-three godly women met 
together, aChurch, though. a man be nor among them ? may 
they:not exhort one/another, and pray and give thanks together} 
and js not that ſpeaking in the Chyrch? and the Scripture ſpeaks 
of a Church in one family; and if a woman (or rather the man 
Chrift ſpeaking in the woman) may ſpeak in the audience of fix or 
twelve, why not in the audience of {ix or twelve hundred ? and 
the woman having experjence of God's work on ber heart, and 
who hath felt che love of God ſhed abroad in her ſoul, is ſhe not 
ficrer to ſpeak of thoſe things then a hundred men, who are igno- 
rant thereof, So fooliſh aire ye become in your reaſonings; and 
there are wany living yet inthe Nation, who remember of women 
who have ſpoke ſo feelingly, fo lively, and experimentally of the 
Lord's work upon their hearts, that many eminent Preachers and 
Miniſters, ſo accounted, have thought ſhame to open their mouth 

in their preſence, 

$. Your Fathers, che primitive Proteſtants and Refaroper, 
made 


' togo unto, nnleſs to/a' Popiſhz nor had they any of th 


(yr) | | 
made not Latine, Greek and Hebrew, and A/ifl*s Logitt and 
Philofophy, with” other humane Learning , and' the paſſing of fo 
many years courſe at the Colledge,: and that you call School-divi- 
nicy, the qualifications of a Miniſter of Chriſt; many, yea che moſt 
of them, never was ar Colledge, nor had che —_— of any 

ſe Langu- 
apes or curious Arts, but were honeſt, plain, fimple men, ſurctr as 
ye now call Ruſticks and Tradeſmen; many of chem, and yet chey 
paſſed among your Fathers for Miniſters : but if clieſe nien were 
alive now, ye wortld' cry, Away with them non-ſenſical fellows ? 
what cm they ſay, they are not learned ? ſhould ignofant mn preach ? 


fbould Wives, Shoo-makers, Plow-men, Herds-men, be aries of 


Chrift ? fhontd thiy incrodch upon owe ſacred FrinGion 2 fhould not the 
bold them with their Callings ? So ſay ye againſt niariy of tis, who are 
not Book-learned; and'are Tradeſmeny and chis ſame was the very 
plea'of the Papiſts againſt your fore-fathers, being Miniſters.” See 
how yehave borrowed'cheir weapons, wheteby they foughr againſt 
them; whoſe ſiicceffors ye boaſt your ſelves tobe; but as theſe Po= 
pſi arguments were too weak'againſt them, (o fe =_ againſt 1s: 
for our anſwer to you'is,. though we-be'rior carighr* with himahe 
Lerning, nor have the Langitages thatiy' of tis, wherein the' Scri- 
pruires were writ, yet weare txnght of Gbd',' and that” is 
berter 3 we have been with Jeſus, ahd have. been' made eye- 
wicneſſes of his Majeſty ; and yeeare' worle' then the Fews 
who crucified Chriſt 3' for when chey'sdmired, thir' Peter being an 
thlearned man did' preach, yet this cauſed their' 24mitation' co 
ceafe, chey'rook notice that he hid been with Jeſiis, as we have 
beet z and ſome of us can truly ſay (whereof | am ge) we have 
learned more in one hours company with Jeſus, then we did in (e- 
ven years from the Gamaliels and Rabbies among you, at whoſe feer 
we haveſd long litten; and weare cometo the Spirit of God, that 
gave forth che Seripriires, and gives us their meanirig and (ence, 
though we have not the Languages, and which all the Langilages of 
the world cannot afford'to us; and though many 'of us know not 
ey preach in the excellency of mans wiſdbm (and ſome of us who 
could, yet have renounced it) and dare not ufe ſich a way, left the 
Crofs of Chrift ſhould be of none effeR, - yet we can (peak, and 
have ſpoken, in the evidence' aid demonſtration of the Spirit, ch& 
words whichthe holy Ghoſt teacheth us; and he hatb-made 1s able 
E 2 Miniſters 


2) 
Miniſters of the new —— not of the. letter which kills, but 
of the Spirit, which gives fe;.2nd Grd bath bleſſed, our' Miniſtcy, 
fothat many unto. whom jwe. have, minittred, have been. quickned 
.and brought into the fellowſhip of the Goſpel with as4 and (ich a 
Miniſtry had Paxl, which he learned not of man, and yet had Book 
learning enough ; and ſucha Miniſtry God hath raiſed up in this 
day, which is the free gift of God, to, which 1 bear my teſtimony, 
and a part of which-I have. received; and now 15 that: Promiſe ful. 
filled, and fulfilling in- many hundreds, I will make a new Covenant 
with them, - and they ſhall be all taught of me, fromthe leaſt :9 the grea« 
teſt, and I will write my Law in their hearts, (in a Language which is 
neither Hebrew nor Greek, but (uch as he that is born of the Spirit 
cat only underftand_) and I will put my fear in their inward parts, And 
now our heartsare come tg dehjght in the fear of Gad, which teach- 
eth us the hidden myſterious wildom, whichinoneof the'Princes or 
Rabbies of this world knows ;, and by the Word and Law of God 
writ in.our hearts, weare made wiſer then oyr | eachers; and whed 
this diſpenſation ſhall All che earth, as it is doing, what ſhall then be- 
come ofthe Scribe ? what ſhall become. of theSeuator ? what ſhall 
become of the Door, and Rabby, aud Djſputer; of -this World; 
who ſpoke:tous, in a, hanguage, that neither chey themleglves. nor 
wecould underſtand ? bug now faith the Lord, as 1/a. 33. 19. Thou 
ſhalt not ſee afierce people, a people of deep ſpeech, that thou cannot per- 
eeive; of 4 ftammering tongue,that thou canſt not underſtand, Glory to 
Gog, the pure Language is.knowa,, which was before Babylon, was, 
wherein the many, Languages came; in, and the tongues of the.ſons 
of men were cqntounded, ſo that they could not kriownor under- 
and one another. j Angdl now ye who talk of the tryal of the Mini- 
ſtry,: haye.ye not loſt the rouch-ſtone of eryal, which was among 
the primitive Chriſtians, and was loſt, but is tound.againamang us, 
evey the put of: dilgerniag,, whereby, we. feel the erue: Minifter in 
tne prners. Mlaleerain fromthe talle ; (o that his faireſt; yea 
fougdeft. ord; that he, hath fol from the Saints, cannot: deceive 
us ; and this was Pax!'s rule tn;try them who boalted to be the:crue: 
Muniſters, and were not ;, 1 will know, (aid he, . not the words of them 


that are paſſes #P, but the power, ;, hegze/was a- deeper ſearclt thenintoy 
the beſt 6 words, into the power, what power they {p2ke fromy; / 


if from-the-Nragons power, , andthe pavening, Wolves power. with- 
inthem (which may ſtand wich the fwielt ward3,which a:ethe ſheeps 
| cloathing, 
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cloathing, wherewith that —_ decks it (elf to deceive, and fo 
to devour the ignorant) or if from the Lamb*s power, the power 
and'Spirit of Chriſt, 'and from grace in'the heart. Oh; tis not that 
a parable into you? we cannot judge the heart, ſay ye, nor know 
the ſpirit within man ,' which maniteſts you to be ſtrangers unto the 
atiointing whereby ſpirits can be tryed, and to the ſpiritual man 
which judgeth all things; and though ſomerimes ye would give ic 
forth to the people, that-yeare not againſt the rteachings' of God's 
Spirit ('to you the Teachers I ſpeak) yet ye plainly deny it, both 
in word and'pradtice; and ye have no other means to uphold your 
ſelves, whereby to purchaſe your Hires, and yuur Dignities and 
Honour, which comes from below, but ro keep poor people in ig- 
norance, from the ceachings of God; therefore ye cry out ſo much 
againſt che Light, callingic delufion, 'and bididng people beware 
of it; forifany people wefEcome to the Light in their particu- 
lars, they would curn their back upon you, and deny you your 
Hires; and then your Kitchins would not (moak fo as now,nor would 
ye be ſo gorgious and ſumptuous in your gaudy Apparel, nor your 
Wives either, which is a ſhame for to ſee, and the grief of many 
(bo bec people, to think upon your pride and vanity, the cry where- 
ofhath come up before God to his 'thftone, and ye may read your 
doom, Iſa. 3.24, 25, 26. and wete it not that ye deny the teachings 
of God's Spirit, why paſs ye ſo many years courſe at Schools to 
learn from men, what ye may ſay tothe People? and why buy ye 
ſo many books,' and have your! book-dayes, and take no imploy- 
ment but your books; except when ſome few hours in the firſt 'day 
of the week ye ta}k to people whiat ye have gathered and Colle. 
Qed together out of old-Airthors, or then what ſome of you, which 
are better Artiſts, have moulded together by the forge of your 
own imaginations, and natural underſtandings, or when ye were 
oo thar'very (patingly coo) ſome little time, in that you call your 

atechizing and Viſitations of Families ; and the bad fruit' of all 
this, ſhews'its much loſt labour { 'and ye could be better imployed 
in holding a Plow, or digging ina field, or any other honeſt occu- 
pation, then to be deluding poor people, whom yeare ever learn- 
ng, and yer ye-are never able t9 bringthem to the knowledge of 
the Truth; and the grofs palpable ignorance of your Pariſhionets 
all abroad the Nation, with their wicked lives, ſhews they are evil 
maſter-ſtead, and'rhat ye arenot taught of God your ſelves, elſe 
your 


(35) | 

your teachings wonld have better ek ; and why will ye not (lifter 
ſuch who are not book-learned, nor paſſed their courſe at your Col- 
ledges to learn the trade of ic, to preach the Goſpel ? were yefor 

the teachings of God's Spirit, would ye limit him to uſe only 
bookiſh Clergy-men for the Miniſtry, when the Spiric of the Lord 
inft-utsaman, though: he could not read a letter ? is he not well 
learned ? is henota1able Miniſter, who hath his' ability given him 

of God, though man hath not-tanght him, and: yet ye cannot? away 

with ehis ;. and-why perſecute ye ſuch who are tof God? and 

yedare not ſay, but their praftice anſwers their profeſſion , and 

that. they are better tanght then your diſciples are, though they 

comenot at youto learns. and what means the formand manner of 
your Sermons, when ye will take a ſentence of Scripture, or com» 

mon head, as it is called, . and branch it out, as Ariſt-tle's or Ronite 

Logick hath taught you ? and it is one main piece of tryal to youngs 
men, coming forth to the Miniſtry,. to make a Logical Analyfis (as it 

is called). up-n ſuch a piece of. Scripture as is allotted unto himg 
and heis counted.2 brave Preacher, who can hand!e his Text in ſuch 
a Scholattick-method, and. an honeſt plain man who, is not acquain- 

'ted with your School-method,, nor topical places (ſuch as Ariſtotle 


+> -an-Heathen hath caught-you,, out of which, as ſo many pASIPH ye 


gather together your points of Noftrine,. Obſervations, Reaſons, 
Motives, Means, Les, Applications,. Amplifications) I fay an ho- 
neſt, ſimple, plainman, wh? is not acquainted with ſuch trifles, but 
canſpeak feelingly.of the work of God on his heart, ſhould he come 
and (peakamong people,.ye will laugh him to ſcorn, andfay cf him, 
he-hath neither rhime' nor reaſon, he ſpeaks confuſed[y and non- 
ſenſe, he hath no method, he is not worth the hearing; and yet by 
ſuch fooliſhnefs of preaching, many hundreds at this day are con» 
verted unto G2d ;. for- the power of God hathaccompanied ſuch 
pvar: fooliſh mens Miniſtry ;- and the Lord hath-mjade them true, 
Paſtors, to feed the people with knowledge and anderſtahdin and 
chey- have been inſtrumental to bring people to Jeſus Chriſt, che 
oreat Biſhop and- Shepherd of their ſouls, whereas ye have —_— 
to feed the people with-but wind and airy. notions, .and at belt, 
wards of truth ye have ſtoln out of the Scripture, which ſpoke ot 
of a mans mouth, not declaringin, nor the p»wer of God accompa-, 
nying the words, are but killing letter ; and let any ſober ſpiritual 
minded man, in the leaſt meaſure, judge if ſuch things — 
f10ned, 
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tioned, which are made the analCeatiags of a Miniſter, and uſually 
ſmelis of mans wifdom, or of the evidence and 


praiſed by them, 


demoaſtration of che Spirit, or if any of the Apoſtles or Prophets 
uſed ſuch thi 
' 9. Yourfathers, the primicive Proteſtants were againſt Tythes, 
and that Miniſters ſhould have temporal poſſeſſions (as an Hire for 
their preaching) .ſo aid Fo1bn Wicklife 3 and they had not their hun- 
dreds and thouſands allotted to maintain them, far leſs would they 
force people againſt their wills to give them maintenance,and poynd 
them, or pyt them to horn, and impricon them, as ye will do, And 
your fathers did bear a notable teſtimony againſt the greedineſs and 
covetoulnels of the they Prieſts, as we do 
{9 hate us, and fic upthe Magiſtrate againft us, as the Prieſts did 
againſt your fathers, and chey could not ſuffer any manto reprove 
them for their covetouſne(s; And I read of a poor man, in the Hi- 
ſtory of the Reformation in Scotlaud, who but throu 
ſaid, The Devil toky the Priefts, for they are a: greedy pac 
poor man was purſued for his life,- and madeto burn his Bill; and 
thoygh we were lileat, would not the Rtones riſe up and witneſs 


Trath of 


» who were taught of God, 


againſt you, for which ye 


ghoſt your coyetoulaeſs ? and do not the pooreſt idiots in the Land 
it? and jSit nat a Proyerb among the people, the Kirk is gres- 
what 3 diſhanqur have ye brought 
Chriſt! And were it not for a liv 


on the Name and 
ood, and worldly 


honour and reſpeF, would ſo many berake them to ſuch a work ? 
and does not yaur gain from your quarter, which yoy ſo punRually 
exat, (and they that will ngt put into your mouths, ye prepare 
Far againſt them ) and your remoying from one Pariſh to another, 
where ye can hayea fatter ſtipend, maniſeſtly prove, yeare moved 
thereto, rather from a 

delire of doing goad to t 
ny of you to be Teachers? was it notthe 
and Relations, who ſaw it a ready way for themto put you ina 
livelihood, and ſent you to Schools to learn the Calling; as ever 
the Shoo-maker, or other Tradeſinen paſt hjs Apprentiſhip,and then 
decomes free to uſe the Trade ? the thing is well known, and I (peak 
It with regret; and have not many of your (elves ſometime aday 
intreated the Lord, that he would ſend a purge, and put away ouc 
of bis houſe ſuch buyers and ſellers? and now the Lord is comeca 
make the purge, 3nd who of you can abide the day of his coming ? 


rinciple of coyetouſneſs, then from any 
ople 2? and how came ma- 


e (ſouls of the pe 
1gn of your Fathers 


, 036) | 
che purge goes {o deep, its like > (courge” you'all outat doors, and 
e're yee be pur our, yee.will rather hold in who ate in, and ſeek ro 
uphold one another, but yee ſhall all fall rogether, And whereas yee 
plead, . that he who preaches the Goſpe], ' ſhould liveof the Goſpel; 
ſoſay 1, bur I certainly know, if the Magiſtrate would but take away 
his force whereby he compel[s the people £9 put into ybur mouths, 
a1d if your (elves would forbear your curling,&excomminicating 
them,(all which is rigid Jaw aud far from Goſpel)your Gofpel could 
never maintaine you, and many of you would be letſtarve. : 
410, Your Fatbersthe Primitive Proteſtants profeſſed themſelyes 
againſt Traditions, and all whatſoever that had not a warrant in the 
word of God, in the matter of his worſhip 3 Fobn Knox aid, that 
everything though not contraty, yet if belides the wordof God in 
his wor ſhip, was to be denyed, and yer this day has diſcovered (eve: 
ral things, which they kept,to have been but the traditions and in- 
-veitions of men, but they knew notlo much, and profelled theni- 
elves againſt all traditions whatſoever, and what was not warranted 
of God; and now have yee not ſhrunk from them herein, ahd caken 
'up. many things,they did calt from thery a5 traditions ; 'and you fay, 
the light of Nature or humane reaſon and prudence, may ſipply 
what is wanting in Scripture, to teach men at leaſt ſome Circum- 
Nances in the worſhip of God, for order and decency, which is the 
:Do&rine of your, Church. confeſſion of Faith ! Oh have yee'nor rhas 
ſhoutdered Chriſt off his Throne, if tie by his ſpirit is'to Ure& mh 
23 tothe ſubſtance of Worſhip, will he be wanting in" the lefler'ty 
teach the Circumſtances alſo, and the order a'1d decency; does not 
all true order and decency, come from the Lords Spirit, who's the 
Ged of Order? andis this to doin Faith, to follow the dire&ion 
_of the light of Nature, which is ſtark blind in the things of God,and 
humane reaſon and prudence cannot ſtep one r1gtit ftep herein?! and 
have not hundreds of the Popiſh ſuppei ſtitions crept in , under this 
mask of order and decency ? and is not this the Prelates plea at this 
day, for his ſervice book and Organs, and Surplice, and Alrars, and 
_ ſign of the Croſs 3 lo, how have yee given away your canſe in this 
allo. | 
14. And your Fathersthe Primitive Proteſtants, were againſt all 
, obſervations of dayes, and called them (uppe ſtitious who obferved 


them ;, and your:Minifters preaches up the obſervation of ſuch days _ 


(ramely that calied Chrifts Biith-day) which withia theſe three or 
| four 
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four years they preached down, which breeds no ſmall admiration'tv 
poor people, as if they had changed their God; but I know well 
generally chey have kept to their God all along'very conſtantly, a- 
mong all their changes, being ſuch (the Apoſtle mentiohs)generally, 
whoſe God is their belly, and this maſter they have ſerved, and do 
ſerve very faithfully, making every change anſwer its deſign, And 
though yeelay ſuch ſtreſs upon the obſervation of the firſt day of 
the week for a Sabbath, yer one. your Fathers (Calvin) denyed 
the obſervation of that or any other day, ſince the coming of Chrift, 
to be commanded of Gecd, (and fo many hundreds of Proteſtants) 
and is it not a great abotnination , which may make the very Sun to 
bluſh, whoſe day yee callic,to profels to keep a day holy unto God, 
wherein yee ought not to think your own thoughts, nor ſpeak your 

own words, nor take your own pleaſures, and yet ſpend it fo as yee 
doin glutrony and drunkenneſs,ſporting, & gaming,buying and ſell. 
ing, worldly communication, qr-arreling and fighting, and will not 
the Miniſter, who in the PuJpit hath been telling you, yee ſhould 
not ſpeak your own words in that day;but ſo (con as he comes forth 
falls as fret to the worldly diſcourſe,as any other ; which I have oft 
obſerved to the grief of my heart as many others have done. 

12, And your Fathers the Primitive Proteſtants, were againſt 
Prelates, and Lording Biſhops : It's rue in Queen Maries dayes in 
England, there were {ome Biſhops, who did bear a meafure of teſti- 
mony againſt Popery, according to the knowletlge of that day , and 
ſealedit with cheir blood, and che Lord had regard unto them ac= 
cording to cheir faithfulne(s, ro what they ſaw ; but ſuch who came 
afcer ſaw further inco myſtery Babylon , and it was diſcovered uhto 
them by the light, and they diſcerned Prelacy to be a limb of Antis 
chriſt, and ſo cajledit, and but of latedayes, it was covenanted to 
Godagainſt; Again, and again, and did yee not your ſelves vow to 
God againſt the ſame : So that herein ye have not only apoſtatized 
from your Fathers,hut from what yee were of late your felves. Oh 
what is become of all your zeal now, for that Covenant, which yee 
accounted the glory of your Nation ; have not many of you tram- 
pledic under foot, as a dunghili, (which once was a Crown unto 
you) and yee think ſhame of it, as it had been a whores brat ; and 
you who were very forward in cauſing others,to ſuffer for their nor 
concurring with you, :have n*t the confidence to ſuffer for ie your 
ſelves. Oh weretherea willingneſs in you to bear your teſtimony 

F by 


any) as yee have formerly done by afings,yee would not want a fair 
vpportunity for the ſame, did yee keep but faithful to the lame very, 
principles yee own'd, in diſowning the worſhip and confticution of 
the ({o called) Church now ſer up, which yee vowed againſt ; and 
did yee ſtick to your liberty, yee ought to have met together to 
worſhip God,according to your knowledge,ye would not want Ifay 
a fair opportunity to give a notable teſtimony by ſuffering for your 
cauſe (in diſ>wning ſuch men ye covenai:ted againſt) it*s little worth 
if it Lenot worth the ſuffering for, were it not the loſs not only of 
means and liberty outward, but of life it ſe]fif put toit ; and who 
would have believed it within theſe few years, that ſuch an occafion 
coming, as now hath come, it being enafted by Law , that all who 
ſhould be found meeting together to worſhip God any where elſe, 
but in the Prelatical aſſemblies and their Conformilſts, and fiich who 
joyne iſſue with them , ſhould be put in Priſons throughout the 
whole Land ; I (ay who would have believed chat the Priſons ſhould 
have been ſo-empty, would it not rather have been concluded, that 
ſuch a time coming,the Priſons would nat have contained the thou- 
{and part of them, and yet they are all empty for chem, and I know 
nct amongſt all the thouſands of you (Minifters or people) that 
vowed to God againſt that filthy thing (er up in the Land,any of you 
all bearing a ſuitable teſtimony by ſufferings according to your own 
very Principles, or have yeenot all fled, beforepurſued, or if ſome 
began to ſet their faces to the battle, yet they could not ſtand the 
brunt of it, but ſhamefully yielded and (hrunk from their teſtimony 
by ſufferings,and now the Lord hath raiſed up a people (even whom 
yee call in derifion Quakers) who fear the living God, and tremble 
at his Word, but fear not what man can do unto them, among your 
ſelves, but not of your ſelves, who hath received courage from the 
Lord, to bear their teſtimony by ſufferings, and yet though they 
had power, could not find in their hearts, nor durft they to cariſe 
their perſecutors toſuffer, or lift up Sword orfpear, or any carnal 
weapon in their own defence, againit them; but we can pray tor 
them that perſecutens, and bleſs them whodeſpirefully uſe us? And 
what is the occaiion that the people called Quakers ſuffer imprifor- 
ment, and the ſpoyling of their Goods, but the very ſelf ſame; yee 
have tounderg) the like ſufferings, were yee faithful but co your 
own Principles ; the cauſe I ſay is commen to you with us, viz. our 
teſtimony 


(39) 
by ſufferings, (which hath been as weighty and uſeful a teſtimony as ' 
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. teſtimony againſt that which is now ſet up in the Land, and both yee 
and many of us alſo vowed co the moſt high God, while we were a- 
mong you, we ſhould never own ſuch a thing, and we have kept to 
our vow, and yee have ſhrunk therefrom, Now fay yee generally, 
we have not ſeen a clear call to fufferings as yet, and we ſhould not 
run upon them without a clear warrant and call, we arenot put to 
it to take any cont! ary oath to the former, and there is not any pro- 
miſe or oath required of us, to the owning of that we covenanted a- 
gainſt, only its laid on us to hear chem, and pay their ſtipends, and 
we may do all this without owning them, and they ſhall never have 
the approbation of our hearts, and when an opportunity ſerves, that 
we may ſhake off this yoak , we ſhall be found ready to give them a 
heel-chop, and (ay ſome of the (fo called) Miniſters, why may we 
not preach under the Biſhops, and fit in Synods wich them, and con- 
cur in theordering Church affairs with them , and give obedience 
totheir lawful commands; aud yet this cannot be called an owning 
of them, and we.conceive it's no breach of our Covenant, and the 
things required of us , are not ſo weighty as that they ſhould make 
us quit our calling,the preaching of the Goſpel, what would become 
of our poor flocks, if we ſhould not give ſome kind of ſubmiſſion, 
or condeſcendency unta them, we could not be permitted to preach, 
and ſome of us have got the favour, that no oath or ingagement is 
required of us; they who have given (as the moſt have done) ler 
them ſee to it, we are free. 

Anſ. As for your alledging that yee ſee not aclear and manifeſt 
call to ſufferings, it is no wonder ſo long as your mindsare abroad, 
wandered from the j iſt and righteous principle of God, his witneſs 
in your Conſciences, which can only let you ſeethecal},but now yee 
not conſulting herewith, bur miſi egarding it, and lcoking out to ſee 
your warrant or call in the Sciiptures, yee may look long enough 
upon them,e*re yee can ſee your call; therefore,the Light of Chriſt, 
in your Conlciences being gone from, the deceitful heart will draw, 
the letter of the Scriptures to it» own inclinations, and promp you 
co put ſuch a gloſs upon it, as may keep you from the croſs; and 
while ye abide in this ſtate,ſhould ye be tryed further,8 pur totheſe 
things, yee think for the time, yee could not condeſcend to,and yee 
ſhould have a clear call then to ſuffer, yet the deceitful] heart would 
furniſh you with a ſecond ſhift, and a third, ell yee ſhould never ſee 
acallroany thing at all; andis it not wich many of you {o? is not 
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your call grown dark & unclear to you in many things, which before 
the croſs came,was clear enough to you. Now whereas yee ſay yeare 
nat put to it, to make any contrary oath or promile,and fo yee think 
yee have not broken your Covenant, | ask, is nota real praftical 
breach of it, aſwell, a breach (it not more) as a verbal? yee have 
broken it in your praftice, foratmuch as yee have in the leaſt bow- 
ed, or yielded to them, which as yee mind Gods witneſs in all your 
Canlciences, it wilk(hew you: Now, admiting, or giving, bur aot 
granting, that your hearing them, and paying chem their ftipends, 
were not an owning them, yet I query you, is it a dilowning chem? 
can yeebe ſaid to diſown them ? while yee ſo uphold: them, and 
come at them; I am (ure, if yee be nut exceedingly blinded yee can» 
' not call, your hearing thew, and paying them their ſtipends and res. - 
Yenues, a difoawning them ? wellthen, yee neither own them, nor 
diſown them; and is not this the dereſtable neutralicy yee in expreſs 
termes cavenanted to God againſt, I appeal to the witneſs of God 
12 all your Conſciences; if it beaot (2, in the like manner I anſwer 
to/you called Miniſters, is your Preaching under them, and firting 
Mm Syaods with them, and coming in the ordering of Church. affairs 
together, and your obeying their commands a diſowning them } 
Nay, yee cannot (ay it, except yee bewray yenr exceeding folly; 
well then, ye neither own them nor diſown them,and is not this the 
deteftable neutrality yee vowed againlt ? and if perhaps ſome of you 
lave not givenany oath or promiſe to theſe men (and it is rare if it 
be ſo ) yet your praftice is as real a breach as an hundred oaths and 
promiſes; and whereas yee lay, obedience may be give! to their 
lawf :] commands, Ianſwer, fuch as arenoc lawfully conſtitute Ru» 
lers,but Uſurpers,(as many of you aftrm) no command proceeding 
_ fromthemis lawful as ſuch, though never (o lawful uponrthe mat- 
ter; for there are a great many Circumſtances required (moi e then 
the matter of the thing commanded to male it lawful ) one naine is, 
that the impoſer of the command, have a juſt and lawtul authority, 
and-power from God thereto, for chere is no power but from [nm 
the powers that be aie ordained of God, Romans 13. And as for 
your alledging theie things, are not (6 weighty, required of you, 8s 
that yee ſhould be put from your preaching ; 1 anſwer, admicting 
y&e were true Preachers,or Miniſters (for I argue according to your 
own principles) yet e're the lea(t circymftarce yee ſhould yield un» 
(0 which is l1oful and forbidden of God, yee were to giveup 
the 


I 
the ſervice of your Miniſtry were > pM ſo uſeful, for that yeeare 
nor ©o ballance your Miniſtry with the ſmalneſs of the things upot 
the matter, on the one hand,and the (ervice yee can do on the other, 
but to look a/wayzes to the command of God , and the hononr of 
his name, and rruth which is weighty enough to down=weigh all 0- 
ther contiderations, though never (0 weighty. 

13. And your Fathers the Primitive Proteſtants affirmed, that 
when any thing contrary to (ound Doftrine was (et up, and brought 
in, the Miniſters who {ta11d 1pon the watch tower, ſhould not keep 
filence, but teſtifie againſt (uch a thing, and forewarn the people to 
be awarethereof! ad they judged filence tobe a ſinful connivence 
witneſs the Proteftations made ſeveral times againſt ſuch-things,and 
but of ſatedayes, the Protefhation made at the Croſs of Edenbargb 
on the 22. day of the Month called September m the year 163%. 
wherein they lar7ely thew, backing what they (poke, with pertinent 
Scriptures to that purpoſe, that they ought not to be filent + Like= 
wiſe it was a principle among them, (the firſt Reformers) that cthey 
ſhould not forbear to preach, though all the powers on earth ſhould 
forbid them, whatever piniſhment could be inflifted upon theny 
therefore, andit was their practice alſo, for they put their lives 
it hazard, and many of them loſt their lives, bearing their teſtimony, 
and they accounted the wining of fouls of people, of. more worth 
then the ſaving their bodily lives 3 and as yee may read in the Hiſto- 
ry of the Reformation in Scotland, toſuch who queried, why was 
not obedience given to the Magiſtrates command? it was anſwered 
its better to obey God then man , as Peter anſwered the Rulers of 
the Fews, Now ſuch of you of the National Miniſtry who ſtuck to 
take the Canonical oath or to make an a&ive complyance, with the 
Biſhops, a* the reft of you have done, yet have yee not ſhamefully 
ſhrunk he ein, ye who could open your mouths wide, againſt theſe 
things, now ſet up, before they were brought inamong you, when 
there was no hazard of (peaking, and talk boldly againſt the Biſhops 
and their corruptions, and {pend a good part of the hour glaſs on 
ſhcha purpoſe; but now are yee wot ſhrunk dumb with a' panick 
fear, that lrath over taken you , and'yee havequirt. your Miniſtry-at 
the command of man, far unjike the good Shepherd chat flees nor 
when che Wolt comes, but ſtands up ro-defend- the flock from the 
Wolf, and laies down his life for the ſheep, but the hireling flies, be- 
caife-he is att hireling, as yee have done; and have yee not-Tarher 
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obeyed manthen God ? if ever 4. Lord called you to your Mini- 
. try, had man power to have takenit from you ? is it not too man's 
felt a proof that your call and power to preach was but of men, who 
as they gave it you, can take it from you, as they have done; and 
yet poor met; yethink ye are ſuffering for a teſtimony of a good con- 
ſcience; but ala(s, it's a thred-bare teſtimony, ſo to ſpeak, and as it 
ſtauds the Lord will not rake it off your hands ; for have yee nor 
choſen a leſſer (uffering to ſhun a greater? your ſtipends are taken 
from you, but is that enough t@ make you leave off feeding the 
flock? (1 ſpeak according to your. own principles) regard yee no 


ther put in your Pulpits, is that enough either ? can yee not preach 
elſewherethen in a Pulpit ? may yee not preach ina field, or from 
bouſe to houſe, as did Paul and many others, yea, your Fathers did 
fo; or do the people refuſe to hear you, then yee have but badly 
learned them, & they are not taught ſo much love as to ſtick totheir 
Paſtor when the wolf comes ; but ſhould yee not preach co them 
- whither they will hear or f >rbear as Ezekze] did, and was comman- 
ded of the Lord ſo todo; ,or have they commanded ſome of you to 
go over Seas? ſhould yee have obeyed that unjuſt command ? or if 
they had taken you away by violence, what hinders but yee may 
xeturnto the flock, were not the fear of man over you ? I know no- 
thing (in the will of God) but priſoament or death, or ſome ſuch 
outward violence, could hinder a true Paſtor from the Flock; or 
hath the (fo cajled) Church commanded you filence , but if their 
ſentence be unjuſt, as yee think it is, ſhould yee have obeyed it ? and 
yee have but a poor plea when yee ſay, it's for peace ſake yee ſodoz 


falſe, and ſo not worth the keeping, but that it was not the peace 


this be your main.defence) but the fear of man, that hath prevailed 

with you.to quit your charge., manifeſtly appears by your praftice 

buta very few years ago, -when you called Church men; could ci- 

ar? ther Whbcthe Magiſtrate, or when he winked at you, then yee were 
buſie with your Proteſtations,and yee became divided into two par- 

/ ties or fations called Proteſtators, and publick reſolutione $; and 
your brethrencharged you, who eitherprotefted,or adhered tothe 
Proteftation, with breaking the peace of the Church, a 1d diſobedi= 
encetoits Authority ; and in that day yee could ruundly anſwer 

| thew, 
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moretheir ſouls, nor your bodily maintenance ? os is there any o- \ 


for.the peace which is in hazard for the teſtimony of the trathis but. - , 


fake of your.Church , or any reverence to their authority (though! 
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them, that yee were to-be more ereful for the preſeryation ofche 
eruth, then of a peace that could not ſtand therewith, and their au- 
thority yee were not to regard, they abuſing it 5 and when Oliver 
Cromwel winckgd at you borh, | well remember your carriage, and 
waz aueye-witnels of much of it, with many hundreds, how many 
Proteſtations were made in your Synods, ſouth and north,and when 
the one parcy or faftion would depole, ſuch a man or men from the 
(fo called) Miniſteria! fun&ion, the other party would bid. him or 
chem preach, and maintain, uphold and defend him; and now the 
Churches auchority not being backed with the Magiſtraces ſword ye 
could break through it 4s Cobweb, and ſome of you, -whom your 
Pariſhes would not receive, yet yee urged your ſelves npon them, 
whither they would hear or torbear, All this and much more is freſh. 
in the memory of thouſands, and this day hath abundantly diſcove- 
red you; And oh that yee could rake ſhame and confulion of face to 
your ſelves, and read the language of the Lords work in this day, 
which would be anſwered with his witneſs in your Conſciences ; 
faying with cheſe, ( Fer. 8. 14.) /et us be filent, for the Lord bath put ws 
to filence, for amore excellent Miniſtry; the Lord hath broughe 
forth in this day, even that of his ownſpirit,whereto yee have been 
and ace great ſtrangers, and yee have need tolearn the fiſt principle 
of the Oracles of God, which is the light of Chriſt ſhining in the 
dark heart, although yee have been ſo long teachers of others, and 
the Chriſt whom yee have preached (o many years, yee have him yet. 
tolearn, and if ever yee receivea part of the true Miniſtry, yee muſt 
come toknow him revealed within you, which for the cime is a pa- 
rable to you, and yee call it delufion, And nowoh yee people of . 
+ Scotland knuw that the Lord in his great mercy to.your ſouls hath 
- brought his day over your Teachers, to let you ſee they were but 
broken Ceſterns ;. and their fair profeſſion and many good words 
whereby they made me:tchandize of you, bath much oppoſed and 
withſtood che appearance of Jeſus Chriſt, and that which lecred Is 
much removed out of the way now, and the Lord is come to teach 
his people himlelf, and to gather them into his unchangable eruth, 
which is not ſubjeR co che windings and turnings of your teachers, 
and the pure. fou.tain of the water of life, hath been opened unto 
us, and we drunk theref to our unſpeakable  refrethmene and 
ſatifation, and we. cannot any more -come .at your. pudled 


14. And 


OD (44 | 

T4. And your fathers, the Primitive Proteſtarits, acknowledge nd 
head inthe Church but Chriſt Jeſus; and they maintained the po- 
Wer znd/authority of the Church to be altogether independent 
om, 'and nat ſubordinate to che Magiſtrates power ; and Fohw 
Welſhe and others of his brethren bore a teſtimony to this in his day z 
for which, together with their teſtimony againſt Prelacy, they weie 
1mpriſoned at Blaknes, as _=—_ by a lecter of his, with ſeveral 
that's extant at this day and now how far have-ye ſhrunk from 
this teſtimony of your predeceſſors, judge ye your ſelves; who call 
binrih your Church-prayers, ſirpretm Judge in all caſes, and over all 
cauſes, Civil and Eccleſiaſtical. 
Thereisalſo two other weighty particulars, which is well known 

to have been maintained by many primitive Proteſtants, both deny- 
ed by yor, viz. That Chriftians ought neither to (wear, 'nor fight" 
with any carnal weapori ; both which were aſferted by thoſe called 
the Lollards of Kyle, as ye may readin the book of the Reformation 
of the Church in Scotfand ; bar the fetrer forth of the afyreſad 
book, hath added to their words, to the firſt Article, whichis (a& 
cording to their aſſertion, as it was found in the Records of Glafe 
gow) That in notaſe it is lawful to ſwear, he hath added, to wit, 
Ttdely, raſhly; or ## vain ; and-co the other, That Chriſtiens ſhould not 
fight for the Faith, is added, if not driven thereto by neceſ#:3'; which 
two additions manifeſtly appears to be put to, by the pybliſher of 
the book, and that they are tot thefe mens uords, for chat they 
are printed in another charafter ; ad he a!!ca.tges their enemies ty 
have depraved them, for he ayes, Theſe A-ticter, together with ſe." 
veral others, were found in their Records ; but his alleadgance' is not. 
ſofair, being he had no ſufficient grounJ therefore, and thie Articles 


are true and found without his additions ; and it's a pet feft contra-"* 


dition, which neither the Lolzrds of Kyle, or any rational-man conld 
affirm, to ſay, we muſt not ſwear at all, or in no cafe ic is lawfylro 
ſwear, which is univerſal and excluſive, and then to put a limitation 
thereto, but inſuch cafes, viz. idely, raſhly, and in vain; I (ay, thele 
ewo propofitions, It is lawful in no caſe to (wear, It is Jawfu) in 
ſome caſe tofwear, area perfe& contradiion, and no rational man 
cat1 affirm both, for either the one or the other muſt be falſe; and' 
{o the Lollards faying in rocafe it is lawful ro ſwear, it is clear that 
they were tiot only againft ſwearing, i4ely, raſhly, or ia vain(whiclt 


neither their adverſaries denyed, fo that it needed not be p_ 
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| « of Dittay againſt chem) bur againſt (wearing in any caſe, or at all, 


So by theſe 1. or 16, Articles, let all in whom there is any mea- 
ſure of ingenuity, or fimplicity, try your preſent Church conftitu- 
tion, and with the Light wherewith Chriſt bath enlightned you, 
examine, and ye wilſ'find, that though ye call your ſelves the re- 
formed Church, yeare far from che tuſt Reformers; and chat the 
whole Proteſtant Church in Exrope,, hath much degenerated from 
the primitive Chriſtians and Proteſtants, both in principles and pra- 
ices, and is becomequite another thing, retaining the name like 
an old rotten Ship, that hath been ſo often clamped and clouted, 
that all the former timbers are wornout, and others pur in their 
place, yet keeping the name, and ſomewhat of the form and ſhape ; 
and ye have failed long up and down in this old rotten Ship, which 
is juſt upon the ſplitting, and ſuffering ſhipwrack z and it were hap- 
py for you, if ye would ſwim forth out of her for your lives; and the 
greateſt loſs of all, is of the Spirit and Life of your firſt 'Refor- 
mers, as appears by your fruits aud converſations at this day. 1s 
not that fidelity, honeſty and fimplicity, much loſt, and quite de- 
ayed, that ſome yet living remember was in the Land, and trea- 
chery, falſhood,guile,and deceit come in the room thereof; and one 
brother cannot truſt another, and love is waxen cold, and much 
ſelfiſhneſs crept in, and the profeſſion of Religion made a meer cloak 
of maliciouſne(s, and that temperance and ſobriety in words, diet 
and apparel, 'that was among. many is quite gone, .and wantonnefſs, 
glutrony, and drunkennel(s, whoredom, curſing, and ſwearing, and 
prophaning of the name of God, and fearful oaths come in ſtead 
thereof, and tyranny and oppreflion, more then among ſavages, and 
yet people given to ſuch wickednels, are accounted your Church- 
members, and partake of a!l the Church-priviledges with you; 
and when any ſuch die, the cry-goes through your ſtreets, there is 
a faithful brother dena;t-od, cc, or when any of them hath a child 
to be ſprinkled; rhe Priett will cauſe him to rehearſe the Articles of 
his Faith {and be hath no wore f2ith, nor {» muchas the devil, for 
the true faith purifies the hear, and lodges in a good conſcience.) 
Oh horrid abomination ! and is 12t £lie zeal among Profeſſors quite 
withered , and deadnels, lazinets, ftnpidity, fecurity, neutrality, 
careleſsneſs and fortiſhneſs, general'y overgrown them ,/ and all 
manner of iniquity abounds ? | 
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POSTSCRIPT: 


Nd now ye who accuſe us (in derifion called Qnakers by you.) as 
A Apoftates, and that we have denyed our fore-fathers Faith, try 
yourſelves, and pardllel your fathers principles and:;praftices with your 
own, and. alſo with ours, and ye ſhall find ye are degenerated from them 
exceedingly, as we were while with you, but through the grace of God 
are we recovered, and brought to witneſs the Spirit and Life of the pris 
mitive Proteſtants and Chriſtians, and in all theſe 16. above-mentioned 
Articles we agree with them, and ye diſagree with them; and ye cannot 
inftance to us one particular, wherein we diſſent from them, warranted 
from the very letter of Scripture; for theſe things wherein we have far« 
ſaken them, we have diſcovered by the Light, whith hath opened the 
Scriptures to us, to have been but the inventions of men, and Babylang 
more ſubtile-cup of fornications, which becauſe that the day was. not ſa 
_ nf antong them, as among us now, they did not diſcern ; but nom 
the Light hath ſhined fortb in ſuch clearneſs, that we bave ſeen tq the bots 
tom of all Babyions treaſares; and were they [iving-in this day, they 
world concur with ws, in diſoroning theſe things, and IT am ſatisfied int, 
they have been accepted of the Lord, according to their faithfulneſs ; but 
ſuppoſing ye were not ſhrunk, from any of their principles, its invain far 
you #6 think, 'that God will take that off your bands, he received from 
them, winking at their weakneſſes. in the day of ignorance; for that 
which makes a people acceptable with Ged, is their faithfulneſs t1.the 
diſpenſation of knowledge in their day, and their anſwering bis. requt» 
rings therein, and following bim whitherſoever he leads, of which ge 
are very ſhort,” and this is your condemnation, 


Written inthe 10th. Month, from 
tlie Tolbowth of Aberdeen. G. K, 
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True and righttons Tudgrment from the God of judgement, ſepa- 
rating the precious from the vile, concerning the late pro- 
ceedings of the people of Scotland #n the matter of their Re- 
formation from, and their covenanting againſt Prelacy, with 
the corruptions and popiſh Superſtitions accompanying it; as 
alſo concerning their Church conſtitution, Minifoy orb 'D 
and Grvernment, ſet up by them, after the pulling dowa of the 
former, and diſcrying it, as Antichriſtian, wherein likewiſe 
the Lerds comroverſie with thim in laying them by, awd ſufs: 
fering this day 10 come over th:m, i ſhtewed in which their: 
building is alſo laid in the duſt, and its the will of the Lord, 
that is never be again rebuilt, 


Co ear unto me, O ye people of Scotlund, of what quality or 
degree whatſoever, and I will ſhew you the true and righte- 
ous judgement of God (from whom 1 have received it, and by 
whom agmamoved todeclare it unto you, for your good) concern= 
ing your late proceedings inthe matter of your reformation from, 
and your covenanting againſt Prejacy, and the corruptions and po- 
piſh Superfticions accompanying it, and other particulars above- 
mentioned. L 
A zea] there wasin many of you (Rulers, Teachers, and People) 
im that day for the Lord, and his name and truth, which he did ten- 
derly regard, and it was marked before him, though the moſt of 
You all along minded more your (elves, -and how to.compals your 
ſetfiſh, coverous, and ambitious deſigns then his honour ;.and ye 
made the name of truth and Religion -a meer cloak to cover and 
mask yourhypocri:ie with, yer a truemplicity and uprightneſs of 
heart was among others of you, and yedid well in difowning and 
departing from-(luch men, who gave themfelves-forth to. be the 
Lord's Miniſters and ſervanrs, but they. rang and he ſent them not, 
and their covetoufneſs and arhbition, and ſeeking: how to pleaſe 
men for their own ends, and not his honour, nor any true zeal for 
him, fer them on ſuch a work, to Lord it over the people, which 
G 2 he 
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he had forbidden, and it is F.. 4 to him, together with the 
many things accompanying them, which they gave forth for his or- 
dinances, good order, decency and comline(s in the Church, but 
were the meer inventions of men, and Babyl-ns golden Cup of For- 
nications ; and that ye vomitted up, and iefufed any more to drink 
of this cup, or to admir of ſuch thingsas his O: dinances, or bes 
longing to | his worſhip, or as if he allowed ic (whereby your ini- 
quity is exceedingly agravated before God, and his indignation and 
jealofie burns as fire againſt you for your returning thereto) and 

ecauſe of the iniquity, of ſuch men, their pride, pomp, covetoul« 
neſs, tirany and ambition, his wrath kindled againſt them, and he 
poured contempt, and delolation upon them, for the cry of cheic 
wickedneſs,,. together with the Prayers and -upplications which 
came from many 4n that day (becauſe of them) aſce ule4 up into his 
Throne. in thetime of their great: afflition of Spiric to fee his 
Truth”, and Name ſo much diſhonoure1, and the Lord heard 
and regarded, and delivered chem from chat, which was their 
trouble and grief of heart, and he removed that out of the way, 
which-was a great let unto his work, and glorious appearance in the 
Land,and after the removal thereof, the Lord pur a tair oppeitunity 
in your hands to have been bleſled inſtrumentsi n his work, whereby 
had-ye improved it, yeſbould have been at this day a glory inthe 
Earth, a Praiſe, a Renowne,and a Bleſſing, aud your memory ſhould 
have-endured; as aſweet ſayor unto all ſucceeding Generations, 
But he had many things againſt you, whereby he was provoked eq 
lay you by alſo, ſo that ye ſhould not be honoured (nor ever ſhall be 
in the ſtace ye are in,and way of your proceedings) as infti uments in 
his glorious work , which he hath purpoſed to bring (and is brings 
ing) forth'in the earth even a work of wonders and admiration 
whereby he will make to himſelf a name everlaſting cherein, and 
give matter to all the fimple-hearte(l of thankſgiving, and praiſe for 
ever and -ever; and this work he 1s bringing torth this day inthe 
midft of you, and yeeare (vo far from joyningifſue with him therein, 
that yeareall oppoling it, bur it ſhall go on, and proſper, over the 
heads and bellyes of all gainſayers on the face of the whole Earth, 
and if yee repent not and give way unto his determination, he will 
bring this wordtopaſle againſt you.z Behold ye diſpiſers, wonder and 
Periſh. And' now hear the righteous judgment of God concerning 
theſe things he bath to charge you with, and have been ſnares unto 
you, 
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you, and matter of provocation —_ him againſt you, for, although 
atrue and tender Zeal (in a meaſure) there was in many of your 
hearts in that day for the Lord, and his Name and Truth; yet 
much of a fiery, headſtrong, furious falſe Zeal , not according to 
knowledge, and which was not begot of the Lords Spirit, nor kind- 
led at his Alter, did company the ſame, and much prevailled over 
that, which was pure, and tender, and of his begerting, and yer he 
regarded this, and becauſe of it he loved and pitryed you, and (ut- 
fered you long, till he could bear no longer, for ye were become as 
thoſe, yea, and worſe, whom he ſpued out before you , againl(t 
whom his controve: lie was:and you went forwards in the counſels of 
of your own heats, aud adviſed with fleſh and blood, and not with 
the Lords ſpirit, what yee (hould do, 'and yee relyed upon the arme 
of fleſh, and chovght to have reformed che Land with your carnal 
weap2ns, and power, and force, and might, not conſidering his de- 
termination which he [poke by che word of his mouth, to his Pro- 
pher of old, not by might nor by power, but by my Spirit ſaith the Lord, 
And yee dealt cruejly and roughly with ſuch as had not freedom, 
nor clearne(s co go 02 with you, in the manner and way of your pro- 
ceedings, and (> yee became guilty of che ſame iniquicy, yee cryed 
unto him againſt ia thoſe men,who dealt cruelly and tyranically with 
your (elves, and yee conſt! ained many hundreds of poor peoplein 
the Land co vow unto God and make a Covenant with you, who 
knew not what they were doing, no, nor knew himat all; and be- 
cauſe yee mixed your (elves in, with a company of ignorant, vile, 
prophane aad avominable perſons , without all fear of God, and 
drew them along to concur with you , chereby thinking to make 
your ſelves ſtronge and mighty by reaſon of number and unformity, 
the: efore wa» the Lord provoked againſt you, for he regarded none 
of theſe things; che vows of the wicked arean abomination to him 
with al] cheir ſervices, and he accepteth no uniformicy,, bur that 
which is of his ſpirit, which knits the members of the. body roge» 
ther, 24d admits nothing unto union with the body,but that.which 
is of his begeting, and but two or three fearing the Lord joyning 
toperher ina perpetual Covenant,to ſtand up witneſes for his name 
and truth, are dearly regarded by him, but many thouſa:ds affoci+ 
atiig cogether out of his fear he regards not at all. And foraſmuch 
as by your yowing and covenaſiting , yee proceeded to put a.ftop 


and 
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and truth, his'wrath waxed exceeding hot againſt you, and he log. 
.thed both you and'your Covenant, and (ufferedit,as its at this day, 
*to be trampled under foot,and permitted your enemies, which were 
'buried inthe very daft, and their memory almoſt periſhed, toriſe 

np againſt you, (to wit the Prelats ) and bring you ingreater {lavery 
and (ubjc@ion then ever, (and now they are doing their work, aad 
when it is done they moſt 1eturn co the place whencethey came,and 
the time is near)and many other circumſtances inyour pr oceedings, 
theLord never own'd, nor ſhall own, in which as yee mind his wit= 
neſs in all your Conſciences, it {hall inftcu& you, and alſv ſhow un» 
to you the hypocritical, treacherous, deceitful, ambitious, forward 
ſpirit, that moved in you, and ſet you on work many times, where» 
by bis Spirit was grieved, and that of his begetting over t-pped,and 
opprefled. And above all the great controverſie of the Lord with 
and againſt you,was.and is,thar yee got up above the crok of Chriſt 
and turned from it (the'croſs which is the power of God) which 
would have kept your feet ina ſtraight, even, ſtedy courſe, ſo chat 
yee ſhould not have declined out of the right path, either:to the 
right or left hand, and it-would have proved a righteous ballance 
unto you,wwhereby ye might have weighed every motion that aroſe 
in your hearts, and thereby known what was of the [,ords (pirit,and 
what was of your ſelves, and of the ſuggeſt: of the Devil, which 
laid his ſrares before you, and catched you in them; and for that ye 
kept not chaſtto his Light in your Confcteces, nor tothe leadings 
of hisfpirit, this was it that which diſcovered to you the Popiſh 
and Prelatical abominations,and begat a loathing in you againſt them 
fo that yee could have no reſt till yee came to forſake them; and 
had yee kept chaſt to this, irwonld have carried you on ail along in 
his work;and Reered your courſe from firſt to laft in the ſtreight,even 
righteous path'of judgment:Ohye did run well who did bmder you? 
but "tre baked ſofooliſh, who bega'1fin the piritroendinthefleſhy 
and now when yee got up npon the walls a1d bulwarks of your 
enemies bnilding,and leveledir to the ground, when yee had rooted 
ont Prelacy, and the many corruptions and ſuperſtitions accompe» 
nying the ſame,and digged down a good part of Babylons upſetting, 
then yee berook your fefves to build, and yee thought it ſhould 
have been a'a houſe for God, and it was but another Babylon, for yee 
had gone from the true foundation, the light, life, power a14 ſpirit 
of Chrift in your particulars, and yee gathered bay and tuble, pr 
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caſt upon ie, and ſuffered the earth in you to came over, and ye hid 
the talent the Lord had given you, therein, even the noble ayd pre= 
cious and bleſſed gift of his Light, and the manifeſtation of his Spi- 
rit (9 to every-man to proc withal as (aith the Apoſtle) which 
would have been a ſure foundation unto you,and would have taughc 
you in the infallible wiſdom, how to have reared up the building and 
frame, evea to the ſetting of the leaſt ſtone or pining thereof ,. and 
it would have cemented and knit every part together, and given is 
acomely proportion, and all its due and proper dimenſions , in 
height, bredch and length, and made every ſtone living,and ic ſhould 
have been a glorious building indeed , a ſpiritual houle to offer up 
a ſpiritual ſervice, and ſacritice ro God continually; and though the 
winds had blown,an{ the rains deſcended, and the floods had come, 
and aſſaulted it, yet ic ſhuu}d have ſtood, which it bath not, but, hath, 
fallen, and che fall of icis great , and it hath filled you with amaze» 
ment, confulion and aftoniſhment, and darkneſs bath ſo overtaken, 
you, and the vail is grownſo thick over your hearts, that you ſee 
not as yet, cannot ſee your ownfully , and that your building was 
but on the ſand, and the work of your own imagination, out of the 

wiſdom of God, and this I am moved of the Lord to declare unto 
you that iT hath been ſo,and thungh your frame was ſomewhat more: 
ſpacious and taking, to che eye of man, (being ſomewhat inappear- 

ance, nearer the letter of the Scriptures) then: that other 

caſt down by you, yet it was as far from being, the. Tem». 
ple or Houſe of God , being yot of his Spirit z for this 

ye had = from in your own particulars, and at length became 

fo impudent as todeny ſucha thing could beexpetted, co wit, the 

leadings of the vfallible Spirit 'of Chriſt, to teach you, and guide 

you infallibly in your praceedings; and ye ſet the lerrer of the Scri- 

ptures above it, andinit's room, together with your own unagi= 

nations, for ye being gone from the Spirit of Truth, the eye which 

read the Scriptures aright, came to be put out, and; the falſe eye, 
opened, which real them backward; and the Scriptures were per- 

verted by you toa wrong fence or meaning, and ye drew them-co.. 
the ſquare and rule of your opinions, which, the erring mind, 
through Sarans ſuggeſtion had begar in you; and now ye fathered 
your opinions upon the Scripture, and they. were.but rhe brats of. 
your own imagination. And oh, what were the materials.of your 
building ? were they. living ſtones poliſhed and ſmoothed by the 
power 
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power of God? or rather, Mi. they not the moſt rude, profane 
rabbleand mulcitude of the world, the ſame whereof the Prelaci- 
cal and popifh frame was compoſed of? and who were the builders? 
were they men taught of God ſtanding in bis wiſdom ? was your 
Miniſtry a ſpiritual Minjſt: y 2 were they able Miniſters of the new 
Teſtament, not of the letter, but of the Spirit (ſuch as the Scri- 
ptures ſpeak of ? ) were they called from heaven by the Revelation 
of Clirit? or cather, was not your Miniſtry even ſuch as the for- 
mer, 'of mens making, which ſtood in man's wiſdom, and taught 
of men, as among the very Papifts? yea, it was even ſo. Oh, how 
| hirelehath the teaching of God's Spirit been regarded! were they 
-- notaccounted able Miniſters who could ta!k upon the letter, and 
givE'many good and fine words to the people, and ſpeak the Saints 
experiences recorded in Scripture, which generally they never 
Knew themſelves, orif any knew ſomewhat of that nature (as ſome 
did)it was not principally regarded; and men were let paſs for Mi- 
niſters who were gifced with humane learning, and gifts under 
which the beſt induments of knowledge or utterance, which come 
not immediately from the Revelation of the infallible Spirit of 
Truth; may be comprehended ; and after ye had quit the Service- 
book, and that way of worſhip in ſet forms, and denyed chemas 
dead 'life-leſs chings, your-humane learning andabilities (together 
with' the cuſtomary way 'ye had inured your ſelves to) prompted 
youto talk and utter many words before God, which yet was'as 
far from ſpiritual worſhip as the other; and ifat any time ſomewhat 
of the Lord's Spirit moved and breathed among you, as it did, for 
the Lord much pittied for his ſeeds fake, yet it was much {uffocated 
and.choaked, by your running 'forth after che imaginations of your 
own theirts, ye not knowihg the Croſs which ſtayes the mind, and 
gives a check to the forward propoſterous ſpirit, which is reje&ted 
of the Lord withall its ſervices ; atid becauſe your minding more 
che words and form, 'and viitble things, ther the living power, 
whereby the Lord wasprovoked more and more to withdraw from 
ami9hg you, and leave your houſe deſolats, as at this dy it is. And 
yotir Presbyterian form of Church-diſcipline, Order ar;d Go- 
vernmeht,-it was nothing upon the matter tetter cen the Epiſco- 
pal, there being- nb materia? diffetence (in the fight of God, 0 
render it more acceptable to him) be: wixt the one an the other, 
neither of you knowing Chriſt the heal in you, teaching you by = 
&= 
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Revelation/of his Spirit, to 3 of things: coming; beforg 
you, (fo that*ye could nor {ay with:that Synod, AR. 15, 28.-Tt 
ſeemed good to the holy Ghoſt andto w ) but (ye went on in the fame 
matiner with them of determining of particulars in mans wiſdom; 
and by plurality of voices or conſents, which is but a very fallible 
way, 'avd hath dune more evil thenever itdid good, {and it is all 
one before the Lord, 'whether.one or a few ſhould determine parti- 
culars, /as it is among the Biſhops z or whether many by an equali- 
ty ſhould doit, as among the Presbyterians, you being both out 
of God's wiſdom, and asking counſel and not out of his mouth; 
and ye called Presbyterian Miniſters did ſtep into many things ye 
che Biſhops out of, or things much what alike, and of the 
ſame nature: ye denyed cheir Lordſhips; -and took to your (elves 
Maſterſhips, (both being equally forbidden by Chriſt)ye would not 
ſuffer them to Lord it over you, but ye would Lord it over the 
People; yea, and did, as tyrannical|y as ever the Biſhops had done ; 
and.ye were offended at the Surplices, and the Canonical Coats and 
Belts of cheir Clergy, and yet ye were: equally ſuperſtitious and 
vain in your black cloaths and Gowns, with Paſments and Ribbons 
upon them, and other ſuperfluity of naughtine(s; and ye were at- 
gry.at their Revenues being ſo great, aud yet ye ſept in alſo to ma- 
ny of them (and ſome of you had as much by the year as ſome of 

them) and into their pride, covetouſnels, lightneſs, vanity, ambiti- 

on, careleſsneſs, concerning the:work of -Jelus Chriſt, and the falva- 
tion of poor people, whereof ye took«up the charge, and many 
other iniquities they were found 1n, for which the Lord was provo» 
ked againſt them, ye have. taken as it were aſucceſſion of, and ye 
thought the Lord ſhould have winked at you, and indeed he bore 
much with you, and had reſpet unto that poor, honeſt, tender, 
limple, zealous thing that was once among you in a day,bur he could 
no longer forbear, for the cry of your fins was great, and his op- 
preſſed ſeed in your hearts, as a Cart prefſed with ſheaves under 
your wickednel(s,cryed \ikewiſe againſt you and he heard and broughe 
deſolation upon you alſo, and laid all your ſtately bnilding in the 
duſt ; and now great is the lamentation and ſorrow of your hearts, 
becauſe of the fall of your building, and ye are crying in the anguiſh 
of your ſouls for a day again, wherein ye may have an opportunity 
to repair the breaches, and build up rhe old ruinous heaps ; and ye 
we laying in your heaits, the tyles are fallen, but we will build with 
hewn 
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hewn ſtones; the Sycomers are cat down, but we will build wich 
Cedars, 'and make the frame more able and firm then- before to 
ftand out the ſtorm. But bay unto you, inthe name and authority 
of the living God _ ye attempt ſucha thing ill ye come to 
his Light, - and the leadings of the infallible Spirit of Truth in your 
particulars) it (hail not proſper, it ſhall be as with them who at- 
tempted the rebuilding the walls of Ferico, and have no better ſuc- 
ceſs, and ye ſhall but labour as in the very fire, and weary your 
ſelves for very variity : I have determined, faith the Lord God Al 
mighty, to race all to the foundation which is not of my building, 
eo pluck up root and branch; and all which is not of my planting, 
I have ſaid co my Meſſengers and ſervants, go ye up upon her walls, 
break down her battlements & bull-works, for they are not mine;& 
level all co the ground, and let them not be built for ever andever, 
Amen, ſaith my foul. Anditis God's rich mercy, love, and compaſ- 
fion, that he hath '|broughe this day over you (could ye but open 
your eyes to ſee it, and ſome ſhall ſee) that ye may ſuffer loſs in 
theſe things which bave been and area loſs and ſnare unto you, 


The 1toth. Month 1664. from 
the Tolbouth of Aberdein. George Keith, 


The word of commandement from the Lord (which filled me 
with heavenly joy and comfort) came unto me the 30. day of the 
r0#þ. Month ( called December ) ſaying, Shew unto the people of 
Scotland my trueand righteous judgement, concerning the particu» 
lars above-mentioned : And now, however theſe be. received. by 
you, I have peace in my God.. 
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The bleſſed long looked for day of God, broke up amongſt #s the 
Lords people called Quakers, with a declaration of the Lords 
loving kindneſs tows, and what he bath done for our Souls 
'n cauſing the light of his countenance to ſhine on us, 


And a brief deſcription of our Charch, Mintftry, Word, War- 
' ſhip, order and Government. 


And a Proclamation of the foreſaid day of the Lord to the 
People of Scotland in judgment and mercy. | 


With a loving Exhortation unto them, and dear and tender coun- 

. fel concerning nhat the Lord requires of them in order to 4 
perfel?, and thorow reformation which they have often aſſay< 
ed, bat never 4s yet come at. 


Alſo a few words to ſuch who expe? the breaking up of the day 
of God, and yet deny it, broke up among ws. Written in'the 
fear and will of the Lord, ard in bowels of love and compaſ- 
ſton tothe people of my native Country, 


Y day of God is the Revelation of his living and eternal arm 
inand among the children of men, to put an endto tranſ- 
grefſion, and recover loſt man, to the blefſed, holy, pure, inaocent 
fate, wherein he was created by Cud, who breathed in him che 
breath of life, and he became aliving foul; it's the ſetting up the 
Kingdom of Jeſus Chriſt, the eternal King of righteouſneſs, in the 
hearts of the Sons and Daughters of Adam, and rhe pulling down 
the Kingdom of Satan, who hath ruled over the (ons of men, as 
God, and ſwayed his Scepter as an abſoInte Monarch in the earth, 
It's the ariſing of the Son of righteouſne(s with healing under his - 
wings, in the ſhinings forth of his pure Light, for the diſpelling the 
the thick Egiptian darkneſs that hath long covered theearth, and 
| broughtupon the Inhabitants a fad, (ore, and diſmal night, wherein 
H 2 the 


(56) 
the bleſſed, ſweet, and amiable countenance of God hath been 
eclipſed, and vailed from men, whereby they could not liveto 
God, for that life is in the light, which by the power and pre- 
valency. of darkneſs hath heen much, thut up; (© chat. ic hath nge 
ſhiaed forth in its glorious brightneſs upon mankind : It's the pour» 
ing forth of the Spirit of the Lord upoa all fleſh, and the breathing 
of life upon the dead bones, that they.may ſtand up and live, with 
Hleſb and linews, in ſtcength, heauty, and, comelineſs of proportion, 
It's the manifeſtation and diſcovery of that great and glorious my« 
ſtery, hid from ages and generations, Chriſt within, the hope of glo. 
ry ; Jeſus Chriſt in his powerful, ſpiritual, glorious, heavenly ap- 
pearance in his Saints, triumphing vi&orioully over death and hell, 
and allthe powers of darkne(s,giving to his Saints to fit down with 
him upon his throne, and making them partakers of that glory he 
had with the Father before the world began. It's the bringing of 
many fromthe Eaſt, 'and from the Weſt, and from the Norch,. and 
fromthe South, to fit down with Abraham, Iſaac, and Faceb, in the 
Kingdom of God; and the gathering of his ele& feed from the 
four winds of the earth, which hath been long ſcattered, and pen- 
ded up in the holes and caves thereof, lying in death, bondage, and 
captivity.” The dayiof God is the redemption of his beloved ſeed, 
and rai{ing it npout of the grave, to live in the bleſſed and glorious 
preſence of its God : It's the marriage day of the Spouſe with the 
Lamb, and the bringing of her iato the Chamber of Preſence, and 
the Banquietting-houſe, where ſhe is entertained with the ſweet fel- 
lowſhip and commimion of che noble plant of renown, the beloved 
of; her ſons and der; his/ſhadow ſhe ligteth, down with great de» 
light, and his fruic is, pleaſant £o her taſte, where ſhe gets acceſs to 
himia the bed of love, and ſees his (weet, comely, ſoul-raviſhing 
countenance, and hears the {weet melodious voice, which pierceth 
che heart with darts of love, ſo that, ſhe is conſtrained ta cry, Stay 
me with apples, comfort me with flagons, for T am ſick, of love; tun 
away thy face from'me, for at hath raviſhed me, being filled with' the 
olory of. his Majeſty, that the {ight of it 1s ſcarce tollerable in the 
houſe of clay, which often trembles at the Revelation of the weight 
of glory. . The day of the Lord is the tabernacling and habitation 
of himſelf wich men (the Immanuel, God inus) bringing them up 
out of all viableand corruptible perithing things, into fellowſhip, 
with him and his Son, through che. eternal Spirit, It's the —_— 
ation 


7 
ation of the new Covenant taking place in the earth, the tenour 
whereof is, I will put my Law in ther inward parts, and write it in 
their bearts, and will be their God, and they ſhall be my People, andihey 
ſhall teach no more every man bis neighbour, ſaying, know the Lord, for 
they ſhall all know me, from the leaſt of them unto che greateſt, ſaith the 
Lord, fur I will forgive their iniquity, and remember their fin no more, 
Jer. 31. And again I will ſprinkle clean water upon you, and yee ſhall be 
clean from all your filthineſs, and from all your Idols willT cleanſe you, 
anew beart alſo will Igzve you, and a new ſpirit will Tput within you, 
and I will take away the ſtony beart out' of your fleſh , and I will give 
ou an beart of fleſh, and I will put my ſpirit within you, and cauſe you 
towalk.in my ſtatutes, and yee ſhall keep my Fudgements, and do them; 
and yee ſhall dwell in the Land, that I gave to your Fathers, and yee ſhall 
be my People, and Iwill be your God, Ezek. 36. It's the coming down 
of the new Feruſzlem from above, out of Heaven upon the Earth, 
cloathed with the Garments of Salvation, the Lambs Glory 
( which is her Light , fo that She needeth not Sun-, nor 
Moon, nor Candle ) and the pure white linnen , which is the 
Righteouſnels of the Saints z It's the cauſing the old Heavens and 
the old Earth to pals away , and the Elements to melt with fervent 
heat, and che drying up of the Sea, and the making all old things 
to vaniſh , and the creating the new Heavens, and the new Earth, 
wherein dwelleth Righteouſiels, and the making all things new.It's 
the relieving the Creation of God which hath long travelled under 
the bondage of Corruption: Ir's the coming forth of the Woman 
cloathed with the Sun,and a Crown of twelve Starrs upon her head, 
and the Moon under her feet, out of the Wilderneſs ; And her get- 
ting vitory and Dominion with herſeed (which hold the teſtimony 
of Jeſus the ſpirit of Prophecy, Rev.1g. 10. the great quarel of the 
adverſary againſt her, Rev. 12.) over the Dragon, Beaſt and falſe 
Prophet. It's the diſcovery, tall, and utter overthrow of myſtery 
Babylon, the mother of Fornications , who hath bewitched the 
whole earth with the Golden Cnp, her Merchants hath handed 
forth into them who dwell thereupon ; whereby they have adulte- 
rated, and gone a whoring from God, and the: pure holy 
life of Jeſus Chriſt, and the chaſt leadings of his ſpirit, and the true 
ſpiritual glocy hath been loſt from among them, whodrunk of the. 
cup of her ſarceries, and afalſe imaginary glory ſet up inits room, 
which 
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wwhich is the Image of the Beaſt Cover which the Saints get victory 
which falſe glory ſtands in ſome of the words and formes of terath 
patched together, with the inventions of men, by the cunningand 
art of the whoriſh ſpirit, which is very taking and ſpecious to the 
eye of man, whereby it comes to pafs that this whoriſh woman hath 
been taken for the ſpouſe of Chrift, and her Merchants for his Minj- 
ters. The day of God is the pulling up by the roots every'plant 
which is not of the Lords planting, and the fire of the fierce wrath 
and indignation of God paſſing thorough the bryars and thorns for 
'the conſuming of them, and theplowing up che fallow ground, and 
Preparing and digging, and dunging of it, -whereby it may become 
good and fruicful, that the pureand tender plant and feed of crath 
towntherein may grow up , and bec-meatreefilled with the fruits 
of righteouſneſs and holineſs : this ſeed hath long lyen (as it were) 
barren intheearth, which hath been as a Wilderneſs, and brought 
forth the Vines of $9dom, and Grapes of Gomorah, but now the 
Lord hath looked upon theearth, and pirtied it (for theſeeds ſake) 
and hath (ent forth andis (ending his ſervants to till and dreſs it,that 
it may befor the Lord and maſter of it, a garden of pleaſure, and 
now the truth which hath been long holden down, in and under nn- 
righteonſnels is arifing, and ſhall arife throughout the whole earth, 
in victory and dominion over all. 
And wethe Lords People called in derifion Quakers, and mocked 

and perſecuted by the World (as all the Children of God before 
us have been) becauſe we are not of them, and they know us not, 
do witneſs this day of God come and broke up among us in pure 
perfe& brighene(s, co the fulfilling all theſe things aforeſaid (every 
one intheir meaſure) and yet more abundantly to be fulfilleJ, and 
his Kingdom revealed with power and great glory in our hearts,and 
the Lord hath brought back our Captivity, as the ſtreams of the 
ſouth, whereat we are as thoſe that dreamfor joy ; and we wholat 
by the Rivers of Babylon hanging our harps upon the Willow Trees 
arenow returned to Zion , having our hearts and our mouths filled 
with the Songs thereof, and our Harps harping the ſweet Praiſes of 
our God,in the Land of our Nativity. And the Lord hath redeem- 
ed us our of Kindreds, Nations, Tongues, and People,to be a pecu- 
liar people unto himſelf, a choice Generation, a royal Prieto 
and holy Nation zealous of go0d works, to ſhew forth the Praiſes 


him who hath called us out of darkneſs ireto his marvelous Lights 
El whic 
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which hath ſhined forth in beams of Glory, through the darkneſs in 
as, £o the diſpelling and ſwallowing up thereof, by its brightneſs, 
and the Light is very dear, and precious unto us, and we cannot 
deny itz vt Yo all che oppoſition we meet with, from 
2 wicked perverſe World, ſhut up in darkneſs; and becauſe they 
in the ſtate they arein, cannot comprehend it, therefore they mock, 
perſecute, and blaſphem both it, and the veſſels thereof, and they 
would have us to diſown the Light, and ceaſe to bear our teſti-- 
mony untoit, becauſe they hate the Light themſelves, being it re» 

roves their evil deeds, and makes manifeſt the hidden things of 
diſhoneſty, which they are loath ſhould be known ; therefore they 
would have the Light quenched, ſtopr and buried, leaſt their wick- 
edneſ(s be (een, hence it is that people of all Profeſſions, ranks,orders, 
alities, and degrees, Rulers, Teachers, Priefts, and People, 
Cribes, Lawyers, Doors, and Diſputers of this World, have and 
do oppoſe the Light, and fuch who teſtifie of it, leaſt their pride, 
pap, ambition, luſt, tyranny, deceit, covetoufnelſs, and other evil 
deeds, which are rife among them, ſhould be made manifeſt, and 
men ofall callings hate the Lightz for deceit, treachery, unrighte«- 
ouſneſs, hath ſeated and (ſpread ir ſelf over all, and taken a domini- - 
on in the Earth, and is loath to quit it 3 and therefore, it puts into 
the hearts of all its ſubjeRts,ro oppole the Light,which if ic get foot» 
wg inthe earth , will put a period cots raign, and finiſh tranſgreſ. 
fion,and bring in ever]:Ring Righteouſneſs : Anil the Devil ſets men. 
upon the oppoling the Light, ſeaf it bind him, and caſt him out of. 
his place, and ſpoile his houſe, and break his Kiagdom, daſhing it as 
a potters veſſel into pieces; and the Whore myſtery Babylon, the 
mother of Fornications hates the Light, and puts intothe hearts of 
the Kings and powers of the earth, to make war with the Lamb, the 
Lighr and the Children of it ; for that is it which difeovers the cup 
of her Fornications and forceries unto men, and makes manifeſt her 
whoriſh mire whereby ſhe may be diſcerned, and when ſhe is known 
the ſame ivings and Princes and great ones on the earth, who upheld 
her, ſhall come to loath and hate her , and burn her fleſh with fire; 
and now glory to the Lord who hath ſhewed us Light, and placed 
itinour hearts, and hath raiſed and is railing itup, over all oppoſt- 
tion whatſnever inus, and by this Light we have diſcovered the 
Whore, the Antichriſt, the Beaſt, the Dragon the ſubtle Serpenr, 
the falſe Prophet, with all their ſubele workings, and deceivableneſs 
of 
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of unrighteonſneſs; we have ſeen the Land of graven Images, atd 
the wilderne(s where there is no way ; we have ſo long walked in; 
hungry, and thirſty,and our ſouls fainting in us, andour tongue fail- 
ing with thirſt ;and the light hath given us an out-gate, & ſhewed us 
an entrance into the way of life,and path of righteouſneſs & holineſs, 
which the Vultures eye cannever reach;& this pathat the beginning 
appeared to ns very ſtrait, & narrow'& difticnlt for paſſage, ſo that 
many times ſore dvubtings and fears ariſe in us, left we ſhould ne- 
ver get thereinto, and many temptations have we indured from the 
ſuggeſti ons of the great enemy of our ſalvation; ſaying to us, it is 
in vain to attempt an entrance, but now bleſſed be the God of our 
falvation, ah entrance, yea, an abundant entrance is miniſtred to 
us thereinto, and the path is becoming more and more ealie and (pa- 
cious,” and deleQable, the way of pleaſantneſs, and the path of 
peace is opened, and opening, wherein the wayfaring man (thougha 
fool) cannot erre or ſtray ; and the Light hath brought us to Fa- 
cob*'s Well, where we bave found an eternal never fading ſpring of 
living water ſtreaming forth into our fouls and hearts, to our un» 
ſpeakable joy, comfort, and (atisfattion ; and it hath broughe us in 
ro Bethel, the houſe of God, the houſe of prayer ; and we have been 
made joyful therein, according to the Lord's promiſe ;z and in this 
houſe and Temple of God, we have (een the glory of the Lord, 
and had 1/aia}?s Vilion, beholding him fitting upon. a throne, high 
and lifted up, and his train filling the Teryple; and we have heard 
the voice, Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of Hoſts, the whole earth 
is full of his glory; and we have been made to cry, woe is us, for 
we are undone, becauſe of uncleanneſs., and fear aud .crembling 
hath taken hold of us, ſo that the poſts of the door lyes moved and 
ſhaken, at the voice of him that cryed; and the Angel hath flown 
unto us, bavinga live coal in his hand, taken in the tongs from- off 
the Altar, , and therewith hath touched our lips, ſaying unto us, 
your iniquity is taken away, and your fin purged; and in his Tem- 
ple we have talked of the glory of the Lord, and of his loving kind- 
neſs one untoanother; and we have bleſſed and praiſed the Name 
of the Lord, for his mercy and goodnefs eo the children of men; 
and we haveeat and drunk in the houſe of our God, in the moun- 


tain of his holineſs have we been entertained with the feaſt of fat 


things, full of marrow, of wines onthelees well refined ; and we 
have ſeen the King in his beauty, and bread hath been given to us, 


and 
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aud our water made ſure, and it faileth not, which we drink every 
one out of our own Ceſtern; and the glorious Lord hath become 
untous a place of broad Rivers; and we have been brought co the 
Shepherds tents, and (een where he feedeth the flock, and cauſeth 
jictoreſt atnoon; and we have loved the Paſture dearly, and in- 
created the Shepherd that he would make us partake with the flock, 
zad lead us to the green field and Paradice of his pleaſure, and to 
the ſtreams of that river which is full of water, and floweth rich- 
ly forth, to the continual gladning of the City of God ;z and we 
have deiired it of him with the earneſt of our ſouls, that we mighe 
ſee the good of his choſen, and be remembred with the favour he 
bears £9 his people, and gladned with the joy.of his Nation, chat 
we might have whereby to glory with his inheritance; and the 
Lord hath heard and granted the breathings of our-ſouls z we ask- 
ed life of him, and he hath given it us, and put a crown of pure 
old upon our heads,even a crown of righteouſneſs, and eternal life; 
and he hath put a new (ong of praiſe to him who lives for ever and 
ever, in our mouths, which none can fing, no nor underſtand, but 
ſuch as are redeemed from off the earth; and Palms of Viftory in 
our hands are given to us, and Harps wherewith to harp, and make 
melody to the God of our life, who hath created us anew in Jeſus 
Chriſt, unto good works ; and Cenſers full of incenſe, which are the 
prayers of the Saints; and the Lord hath not ſuffered, does not 
ſuffer us, ta want any gocd thing, he openeth his hands plentifully, 
and filleth.us with his bleiling, and givectrus. to drink of the River 
of his pleaſure, and the wine which groweth in our fathers King- 
dom; and how great is his goodne(s ! how greatis his beauty 1 for 
Corn hath made the young-men glad, and new wine the Maids, as 
itis written, and the mountains have dropped down the wine, and 
the Fatts and Wine-preſles have overflawed, and the Heavens have 
opened, and poured down everlaſting righteouſnels, ; and rained the 
ſhowers of blelling upon the tender herbs of the Lords planting in 
the earth; and loe the Winter is paſt, the rain is over and gone, 
and the Spring 15 come, wherein the birds do (weerly fing, and the 
voice of the Turtle is heard in our Land; and the Fig-tree putteth 
forth its bl-ſſoms, and green figs and others are come, and coming 
toperfetionand maturity ; and the Vines with the grapes, give a 
good and pleaſant (ſmell; and at our gates are all manner of pleaſant 
truits, new and old, laid up for our beloved. And the fruit of the 
I Tice 
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Tree of Life, which beareth twelve manner of fruits, and yieldeth 
it every-month, 'hath been manifeſted unto us, the leaves whereof 
arefot the healing of the Nations. And we have ſeen che Bride, the 
Lamb's Wife adorned, and trimmed for the approach of her Hus- 
band, and the new Feruſalem deſcending from above, the Huly City 
coming down from-God out of heaven, having the glory of her God, 
andher light is like unto a ſtone moſt precions, like a Jaſper, cleap 
as Criftal 3: and 'we have ſeen the frame and proportion of this City, 
with the walls and gates of it (within which our feet have ſtood) 
whoſe builder and maker is God, and there is nothing of mans work 
in it, but all purely of him, and we have (een toits toundation, the 
Light, the Life, the Power, the Wiſdom of God, revealed in the 
hearts of the Sons and Daughters of men, the chief corner, the 
foundation ſtone, which the builders among all the Sefts and Pro. 

feſlions of the whole earth have rejeted, in this night of darkneſs, 

whereby inſtead of building a houſe or City for God, they have 
reared up a Babylon, which muſt fall, and 1s a falling, and (hall fink as 
a mill-{tone into the bottom of the Sea, and never riſe again, Amen, 
Hallelajah, glory to the Lamb, whoſe-work it is. 

And now the Lord hath made us Citizens of this City,and ſtones 
of this building, even living ſtones, poliſhed by the power of God, 
and glewed and knit together by the ſame power and Spirit of Life, 
where is the pure perfe& unity, and in the unity, the fellowſhip aud 
communion with God, andhis dear Son Jeſus Chrift, and one with 
another is witneſſed; and the bnilders are wiſe builders, ftanding 
inthe wiſdom and power of God, whereby they are caughe to la 
every ſtone, and how to poliſh and ſquare it, andthey are but tools 


and inſtruments in the hand of God, for the work is his alone, and 


the Miniſtry is ſpiritnal,and ſo/are the Miniſters; men taught by God, 
having experience of the ſaving work of his right hand on their 
hearts, *who” ſpeak becauſe they believe, \and are indued: with po- 
'wer from on high, and filled with the holy Ghoſt, whereby they 
are made able Miniſters of the new Teſtament, having received gifts 
by the aſcending of Chriſt on high, (even for the rebellious, that 
he may dwell among them) for the work of the Miniſtry, to the 
perfe&ing of the Saints, and edifyiyg of the body ;z- and ſuch Mint» 
ſter from the Light and from the'Lite, and fromthe power and Spt- 
rit, and Word of God, whereby thoſe to whom they Miniſter,may 
come into the fellowſhip of the myſtery with themſelves, and be 


made _ 
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made partakers with them of the Union, or anointing from the 
holy. one; which may be wich them for.ever , and a unto 
them of all things, good, neceflary, and-expedient for them to know, 
even to bring them unto the Spirit of truth, which may lead them 
into all truth, and inftru&t them, in the will, councel, and comman- 
dement of God, at all times whatever it be, and to eſpouſe ther 
unto Jefus Chriſt the great King and Lawgiver in and to his People, 
the great high Prieſt, from whoſe mouth the Law is to be received, 
the great Prophet by whom God ſpeakerh now to his People,wher- 
of Moſes writes, who is the head in all things , and whoſo-will not 
hear that Prophet, ſhall be put to death; and this Prophet Jeſus 
Chriſt is nigh unto us, yea, more nigh then all the men or books 
opon the face of the earth; he is both our Maker and- our Husband, 
(the anointed of the Lord the breath of our noſtrils) ſothat our fel> 
low(hip and communion with him-1s moſt intimate, and immediate, 
and nothing elſe does ſatisfte our ſouls but the immediate imbraces 
of his dear and (weet love, the ſeeing of his Countenance which is 
comely, and the hearing of his voice,which is pleaſant, and-power- 
ful, and glorious,and full of Majeſty z and the Bride rejoyeeth greats 
ly becaule of the voice of the Bridegroom himſelf,and now we need 
not ſay who wil) go down into the grave, and bringup Chriſt to ns, 
or who will aſcend to Heaven to bring hun down to us, or who will 
go over the Seas,and bring us tidings of him from Fer»ſalem,where 
he ſuffe: ed in the fleſh, him (whoſe name is the Word of God, Rev, 
19.) weof atruth witneſs nigh us even in our hearts; fothat we 
need not either aſcend or deſcend, or go forth; the word of lite, the 
word of power, the word of faith which Pal preached, and Moſes 
before him, and all the true Miniſters, and pointed people tothis; 
which was able to ſave them , as they turnedtheir minds thereto, 
and gave up to be taught and led thereby. *, 
And this the Minifters and Servants of the Lord amongthe People 
called Quzkers do preach ( without money or price being the' free 
gift of God) and many have believed, and received it, not as the 
Word of Men, but as it is indeed the Word of God, and found it 
ner diligent attendance, turning their minds inward thereto) to 
priag up in thernſelves, and to be living and powerful, and ſharp 
as a twoedged Sword, to the dividing ot- ſoul and ſpirit, and dif- 
cerning every thought Ind intention of che heart, and though 'one 
evil, and unbelieving Generation, _ not give-credit thereto, ho 
- | nor 


(64) 
nor yet thoſe of the National Miciftry, who give themſelves forth 
for Fawn rue of Chriſt (but are found lyars) they call it a fan. 
oy deluſion, and curn People from it, (whichis che only Rock 
that can ſave them) yet we know it to be che Word of God, and'we 
have taſted the Heavenly ſweerne(s of it, yea and our very hands 
havehandled that Word of Life, and we have hid it in our hearts as 
an only Treaſure, and we do daily, ard bourly, witneſs the preti« 
ouſneſs and worth thereof, for it 15 the food of our ſouls, the food 
of Angels, theliving bread, which camedown from Heaven, to 
givelite unto the World, the Manna incorruptible, which feedeth 
us unto life everlaſting ; and when we are an hungred, it refreſheth 
us, and ſatisfieth our fouls with good things, it's milk to the babes, 
and fleſh eo the ſtrong, it's health co our navil, and marrow to our - 
bones, it's the bread which ſtrengthneth mans heart , and the wine 
which maketh it glad, and oyle which maketh his face to ſhine, and 
when we thirſt, living water ſpringeth forth from this word of life 
in our heacts,and miniftreth drink unto us,out of the living fountain, 
and we witneſs the promiſe fulfilled; be that believeth in me (Chriſt 
the Word) out of bis belly ſhall flow a well ſpring of liveing water ; and 
when we are weak, and our hands' hang down, and our knees wax 
feeble, the Word maketh us ſtrong , and lifteth us up as an Eagles 
wings, ſothat we run andare not weary,and walkand are not faint, 
and when we are heavy through ſorrow , the Word (pringeth forth 
in ſtreams of pure joy and conſolation, from the preſence of the 
Lord,which cauſerh us toforget all our former troubles,and we are 
comforted in our God, in all our ſtraits and dithculties , and when 
temptations from the Devil and his Inſtruments affault us, and the 
wo of darkneſs environe and firrround vs, as if they would (wal- 

ow us up, the Word ſendeth forth ſweet and comfortable beams of 
Eight, and openerh the eye-lids of the morning upon us, and break» 
eth throngh the thick Egiptian darkneſs, as a fiery flaming (word, 
and divideth aſunder, and'giveth us victory and deliverance : And 
when we are hated of the World, the Word faith, peacein us, and 
cauſeth it to flow into our ſouls, like the waves of the ea, and 
when Sathan eransformes himfelf (with his Meſſengers ) into an An- 
gel of Light , that he may deceive us, -coming'up out of the deep 
with Szmuels Mantle, the Word of truth, which ſearcheth into all 
the depths of Satan, and to the bottom of the myſtery of iniquity 
diſc verethto us the foulers ſnare, and the voice of the inchanter,'(o 


that 
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that our ſouls eſcape as a bird out PO net; and the Word de. 
fends us by night and by day, (o that we need not fear the terror 
by night, nor thearrow that flyeth by day, nor the peſtilence that 
walketh in darkneſs, being girded with the ſword of the Spirir, 
' which is the Word of God; and the Word is a light co our feet, 
and a Lanchorn to our pathez, the' V-im and the Thummim by 
which the Lord anſwers us, and giveth us counſel in all things 
pertaining either to the temporal or eternal life, and herein we me= 
dirate day and night, and by it are we made wiſer then our Teach- 
ers, andit's ſweeter to us then the honey and the honey comb, and 
more precious then thunſands of gold or lilver; andin the Word 
our fellowſhip ſtands with God, and one to another, whereby we 
know, and enjoy, and havecommunion one with another in the in- 
vilible, heavenly life,” and though at a diſtance as to the bodily ap= 
pearance, yet nigh-to, and preſent one with another in Spirit, and 
my together, as members of one body in ſufferings and affli- 

ions, in joy and conſolations , which as ſufferings abound, do 
abound alfo, And now,though the Scriptures declare of this word, 
yet they are not that Word, more then a Map or deſcriptionof 
Rome or London, is Rome or London; or the image of Ceſar is Ce- 
ſar (or bread and wine is the body and blood of Chriſt)which rude 
draught, ſhadow, deſcription, and repreſentation of ſuch things, 
and the like, may and do borrow the names of the things by them 
lignified or repreſented; and thus the Scriptures may borrow the 
name of the Word of God, and may ſometimes be ſocalled, as 
the words or Prophecy of Tſaiab is called by himſelf his Viſion, and 
the words of Fobnis called his Revelation, whereas they but ſigni» 
fed theſe things ; and it's my teſtimony, with thouſands, we have 
found another Word then the Scriptures (which is not repugnant 
to them, but teacheth the ſame. things, and bears alike teſtimony 
with them, ina moreexcelleat way, ſo that they have a ſweet har- 
mony and concord together, yet differing as much from them as 
bread, wine, corn, oyle, water, light, fire, differing from a verbal 
deſcription or likeneſs of thoſe things : And this is no diſhonour 
tothe Scriptures, but a putting them in their proper place, as a 
declaration of the eternal life, which though poinged at by them, 
yet is not to be found in them, a3 the. Jewith people fooliſhly 
thought, (and as Profeſſors think at this day) for which Chriſt 


checked them, becauſe they would not come to him to get life, of 
whom 


(58) 

whom the Scriptures teſtified, That it was in him,not in them, Fob. 5, 
And thasmuch coricerning our Miniſtery, and the obje&X thereof, 
or thing which is miniftred and preached, co wit, Chriſt che living 
and eternal Word, nigh, and inthe hear : and our Worſhip and Sa- 
crifice weoffer up unto God in this Building, Houſe, Temple, City 
or Church of God; is ſpiritual prayer, and praife ſpiritual, even 
from the pourings forth of the Spirit of Life from God, praying 
and finging,Cand making melody in our hearts,'and with our mouths 
and lips alfo, as the Lord opens them) with che ſpirit and under- 
ſtanding in all things, making our requeſts known unto God, and 
giving thanks alwayes for all things, chrough Jefus Chrift our life, 
at whoſe Name our knees are bowed down, and our head nnco- 
vered, and the glory is over all, and che Lord hath turned to ns the 
pure language, and the pure lip, and given us to the throne of glo- 
ry an abundant acceſs, and hath accepted our prayers, and favoured 
a good ſavour inthem, and hath largely anſwered the defires of our 
ſouls, bleſſed behis Name; and we wicnefs him a God who heareth 
prayer, even co the leaſt delire or breathing of the upright heart, 
and he is worthy to be waited for, who hath come tous in an ac- 
ceptable time, and prepared our hearts to ſeek, and his ear to hear, 
and given us ſtrength and'ability to wreſtle and prevail with hint to 
the break of day, and we have not let him go till he hath bleffed ns, 
and called our name Tfrael. And as the Miniftry and Worſhip of the 
Charch or houſe of God among us is ſpiritual, ſo is the Order, 
Diſcipline and Government among ns; and we witnefs the Lord 
prefent with us 'in our Aſſemblies, and the head Chriſt in us, 
(whether few or many) paſſing ſound, righteons, and infallible 
judgement concerning the particulars that come before us; and we 
take not that blind, Allible way of the many Sets and Profeffions 
in the world, to determine controverfies by, viz. Plurality of Votes, 
bur we lookup tothe Lord, and call upon him to decide the mat- 
ter, and-paſs righteous judgement, and he doth it, andeach inthe 
meaſure of the Word of Truth, which they have received, doth 
perceive the mind of the Lord therein, and believeth it, their faith 
ftanding in the wifdom and power of God, revealing the thingin 
and to each particular, and weare manifeſt in one anothers conlet« 
ences, and as Epiſtles written and read in one anothers hearts ; and 
weare of one mind, and one ſpirit and life; and here is ſweet uni- 
ty, concord, harmony, and agreement, not hke Babylon; and —_ 
che 
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the Lord goeth not before us, and-openeth not the particular, or 
particulars unto us, we (tand. ſtill and forbear, till. we receive his 
mind, whoneveris nor will be wanting ©9/us, in whatſoever exi- 
gence. And now the power we have is from God alone, and his 
Son Jeſus Chriſt, and he bears the government oa his ſhoulders, and 
takes us up into the Throne with him(elf, according to his promiſe, 
and maketh us a free people, Kings and Prieſts to our God, and our 

wer is free and ualimiced, as toany mans determination upon the 
ace of the whole earth ; and we own no head in our Church, but 

Chriſt Jeſus; nor can we ſ1bmit our conſciences to any man, or 
yield to the precepts and commandements of men (out of the will 
and power of God) ina jot, though to the loſs of our very lives; 
and eſpecially, noman or men is to impole onus the leaſt circum- 
ſtance, in the matter of the worſhip of the living God, and the ex- 
erciſe of our conſciences therein z but what man or men ſet up in 

lace of authority, calls us to what is equitable and righteous be- 
ewixt us and our neighbour, we are free, and holds our ſelves 
bound to give all due obedience for conſcience ſake thereto; and 
the Magiſtrate, who hath his powerand authority from God, we 
dearly own and honour, and the abedience he requires of us, will 
beanſwered with the Witneſs and Word of God in our coulcien- 
ces, which if we ſhould diſobey , condemnation from the Lord 
ſhould fall upon us. And when that which is ſinful and unrighteous 
is urged upon us, then God's witneſs does ariſe in our conſcience, 
and forbids us to yield thereto, but £9 ſuffer. patiently what may 
be inflifted upon us, for our not bowing under the fame, and not 

at all torefiſt with any carnal weapon, or outward violeace, but t 
commit our cauſe tohim, who judgeth righteouſly, and hath aid 

Vengeance is mine, and I will repay it; and (o we have ſweet peace a 

content in our ſufferings, for our conſciences are kept free, and we 
areredeemed co God, and bought with a-price, therefore we 'can- 
noe be che ſervants of men, and we (eeknot any worldly power or 
force t5 maincain our Church, it needethic not (for the gates of 
hell cannot prevail againſt the ſame)nor to propagate our Religion, _ 
for it will never doit, and we are toforce.no mans conſcience, nar 

tolay any puniſhment upou them, or put any to ſufferings, becauſe 
of their not concurting with ns, for wematter no uniformity, but 
that which is of the Lord's Spirit, perſwading the hearts of people 


cobe one withus in principle and praftice, and to ſtand up with 
us, 
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as, living witneſſes for the name and truth of the living God, which 
he is revealing ;'and we affyredly know all che weapons that are 
formed either againſt the truth or thewitnelſles of it,ſhall notproſper, 
and the Lord ſhall make to himſelf a glorious name in theearth ; and 
we the people of the Lord, whom he hath formed for himſelf, ſhall 
ſhew forth his praiſe, and the Lord will make it manifeſt, that we 
are his, and that he hath-raiſed us up, and put his Spiric in us, and. 
that he dwells in and among us, to all the Kindreds and Nations of 
the Farth. and they who will not (ee, ſhall ſee, and be aſhamed, and 
confounded for their envy at the people whom God hath bleſſed, 
and will bleſs for ever and ever, and nv deceit nor violence ſhall pre- 
vail againſt them. | 

And'therefore now O ye people of Scotland know ye that theday 
of Godis broke up among ns, the people of the Lord called by you 
in derifion Quakers, but who-indeed tremble at. the: Word of his 
power, whenit is ſounded forth from the Throne of Majeſty ; yea, 
and the mighty, dreadful,. terrible God of ſtrength, power, and 
Majeſty, Vi&ory, and Dominion hath determined t6 ſhake the Hea« 
'vens, and the Earth, and all. the powers thereof, to the utter confus 
fion and fall of whatſoever ſtandeth up. in oppoſition againſt the ſet» 
ing up of his eternal Kingdom. of Righteouſneſs in the hearts of the 
'Children of Men, and the little ſtone cut out of the Mountain with» 
ont hands, ſhall grow and fill the earth, and become a Mountain; and 
4t ſhall dafh to pieces the Image of: Clay and Iron, Brafs, Silyer, and 
Gold, andthe Land of graven Images (hall he ſmitten, and all the 
Gods of the Heathen famiſhed, and all the Idols ſhall be broken, and 
caſt into the holes of the rock , and Dagon ſhall not be able to land 
'before the Ark; nor Babylon , before the ſpouſe of Chriſt which is 
"coming forth to face all their enemies, fair as the Sun, and terrible 
aSan Army with banners; yea, cloathed with the Sun,and the Moon 
under her feet. And the Lordis making a warkin-this day, which 
ſhall make all ears totingle, andevery heart to faint and fail that 
willnot bow at thearm of his power ſtretched forth : The day of 
-the Lord is come, andhe is preparing himſelf toi battle as a trong 
man,as one awakned of out (ſeep,(who bath long ſuffered the reign 
and Kingdom of darkneſs) and+as. one that cryeth out 3n-the dread 
of his ſtrength by reaſon of Wine ; and he 1s making bare his arme, 
and covering himſelf with -zealas with a cloak, now wzll I ariſe, now 


* will Tlift up my ſelf, faith the Lord, aud who is able to ftand up, and 


make 
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make war with him > whereof prepare to meet thy God O Scotland 
in the way of his qe, and repent, repent, repent of your 
iniquities, from the higheſt to the loweſt, for the controveriie of 
the dreadful God of power, the zealous angry God who will not 
acquit the guilty, is againſt the one and the other of you, without 
reſpe& of perſons, becauſe of your abominations, whereby his pa: e 
holy Spirit hath been grieved, and provoked againſt you, Oh Secot- 
land, Scotland, the cry of thine iniquities, hath come up before God 
to hi; chrone, and he is weary with forbearing , to execute the 
gerceneſs of his wrath upon you, though ye be not weary with (in- 
ing, bur are drawing iniquity, as with Cart-ropes , and filling up 
the meaſure even tothe brime; Wherefore a Cup of trembling, 
trembling, ſaith the Lord God, ſhall be put into thy hands, if thou 
ſpeedily repent not,8& thou ſhall drink & ſhall not efcape, and it hall 
be more tollerable for Sodom and Gomorab in the day of judgment, 
then for you 3 foraſmuch as you have linned againſt more Light,and 
have had more warnings from the Lord,one apa 7a rn. he 
hath borne with you long, and ſtrived much with you by his Spiric 
to reclaim you, and would have healed you, but ye will not be heal- 
ed, and oh how have your hearts turned back as a deceitful bow,and 
ſhrunk from that meaſure of ſimplicity, tenderneſs and zeal for the 
Lord, that was once among you, and becauſe yee took up a profeſli- 
oh of God above all the Nations of the Earth, and have(o treache- 
rouſly backſlidden therefromin the day of trya], therefore is your 
fin exceedingly aggravated before the Lord , and he will puniſh you 
above all the Nations of the earth, if ye break not off from your fins 
by ſpeedy and unfeigned repentance, And now ye who mock at the 
quakings and tremblings of the people of God, who feel the load of 
wrath ready to break out upon you , and fink you downco the bot- 
tome of Hell, and would faine ſtand inthe gapes , and hold offche 
wrath, and are in great travel, becauſe of the dreadful day they ſee 
coming upon you, and many times are crying unto God for mercy 
anto you, when ye are adding drunknels to thirſt, and perſecuting 
them, and ſaying, t»ſh, tuſh,”no evil ſhall befall us, where is the promiſe of 
bis coming ? # i. {hall be made to tremble,and your loyns to ſhake,and 
the joynts of your knees with Belſhazar (reading the hand writing 
azainſt you ).toſmite one 2gainſt another, and paleneſs ſhall come up 
upon your faces,and pangs as of a woman in travel take hold of you, 
and the Lord will roar out of Zion _ you,and tear in pieces as: 
a 
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a Lyon, and whowillthen beable to deliver you our of his hands þ 
and that .comfort and peace will be far from you, which wethe 
Lords people do witne(s , after-all ouc fears and tremblings; for 
the-ciip: we have drunk at his hands is fweerly tempered with mercy 
and judgment, and in meaſure he debateth with us, and flayeth kis 
rough wind inthe day-oftis Eaſt ; and our hearts, which once trem- 
bledfor fear, and dread, and (orrow, are now made to rejoyce with 
trembling, atthe powerful and glorious appeavance of himinour: 
fouls, (o that we have bee: made to (11g nato him that ſong, we 
will praiſe thee O Lord; for though thou waſt angr y with us,thy an« 
ger is turnedaway, and we are comforted, And yet now, O Scot- 
land, tne Lord hath bowels of tender pitty and compaſſion towards 
thee, which many times I have felt, and d» feel, with many others, 
al he's mych pit toi (fo to ſpeak): concerning thee, what todo 
with thee, and his.mercy and judgement areat a kind of holy con- 
teſt and wreſtling about thee.z How ſhall T give thee up ? how ſhall 
I deliver thee, O.people ef : Scotland ? bow. ſhall Tmakg thee as 'Admah, 
and ſet thee as Zeboim, my heart is turned within me, my repentings are. 
kindledeogether;; which word hath often ſounded through me, to« 
wards thy Inhabitants; O Scotland, fromthe Lord, who yet remem» 
bers the. kindneſs of thy youth, and the love of thy eſpouſals in 
former dayes, and the tenderne(s, and limplicity, and uprigheneſs 
of heart that was among many of you then, witha pure zeal for his 
Name: And oh, what meltings and:breathings of ſoul-was after the 
ving God ! and nothing could: fatisfie but his living preſence, 
which al{>no doubt hath beenin a meaſureby ſomeenjoyed; bug 
oh, how have ye forſaken your tuſt love, and turned down-right 
enemies againſtthat which was once your very. life, and: is the life 


of thoſe ye ate perſecutingat this day, and blaſpheming, to wit,the - 


revelation of the Light, Life, Power, Love, and Spirit of God in 
our ſouls, which filleth us.with heavenly comfort, joy unſpeakable 
and full of. Glory. Oh, how have ye forſaken the fountain of. living 
waters, and digged to your ſelves broken Cefterns, that can hold' 
no water! Return, O-back-(liding. Scotland, for this I'do declare 
unto thee, in the name ofthe. Lord; he hath yer-choughts of loving 
kindneſs unto thee, and a feetthere is in thee, which is very dear” 


and precious unto him, and he cannot. forget it, morethen the ten-" 


der-hearted mother the fruit of her womb; and thongh ſhe ſhould 
forget, yet the Lord will-nat forget thee; for thou artfet as a ſeab 
upon 
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apbtſMis heatt, ard writ upon the patis'of his hands; Othott be: 
t9ved fred; 2nd be will give redeniption' utito thee, arit?' raiſe thee 
tip out of the holes [and caves' of the earth, where thot haſt Hain 
ſo long buried as ih the grave, and the Lofd hath raiſed, and'is rai- 
fingup his ſeed in ſome already, why are 4 kind bf fitft fries untd 
him; and he hath brought us co walk inthe light of his cottntenance; 
and rent the vails, and given us to behold Ins lovely amiable face 
with joy, and wade us an entrance ito the'bleſſed Land of Pro- 
miſe; and we have eat abundantly of 'the good of tlie Land, and 
the fineſt of the whear, and honey out of the Rock hath been giver! 
nato us, and we have drunk of the wine, and taſted the Vine- 
grapes therebf, and the Land is a good Land; and though there be 
Giams, and the ſons of Amateck in the way, yet it is conquierable; 
atid we cannot bur report well of it ; ard God hath bleffe# our te- 
flimony, and fliall bleſs it to hundreds and thouſands, who yet are 
not able coheat us, nor will they, becauſe of che angnith of foul; 
tinder the hard yoak of Pbareab in the Land of Eyypt; and houſe of 
bondage; bur God will break, and breaking, the yak of oppre(- 
fion from off the'neck of his ſeed; and will give it -yitory and do- 
mimorrover all. W-TEG = "OR 

- And now bleſſed are they, who know and hearkeirunto the Joy- 
fil fG6t1d of che everlaſting Goſpel, which pnbliſheth peace, and 
bringeth good tydings of (alvation, and proclaimeth the ztcepra- 
blEyear of che'Lord, and the day of vengeance of our Goth,to gom-" 
ſort-al chat rhourn, to appoine unto chem that mourn in'8#!] td 
$v6 chem beauty for aſhes, the oyle of joy for monrning,” the gar- 
ment of. praife for the ſpirit of heavineſs, that chey might be calle ſ 
trees of righteouſneſs, the planting of the Lord, that he might be 
glorified, And now, O Scotland, prize the day of thy viſitation, and 
know the things that belong to” thy'/peace, before they be hid'from' 
thine-eyes, and the'day of graceſcer wipon hee, and put away thy 
#b9minations out of the hghr of the holy pure God; which are 
niatrer of provocationunto him againſt thee. by 

And whereas thor haſt often affayed a' Reformation' unto the 

Lord, butit hathnever come- tobe perfelt an& thorow;” and” ye 
twve beer{o6 far from\going forward; that ye haveſhrank back, hd 
ge with chedogro the'vorit! ,, @hereforehow at latt re-' 
tary ro the Lotd,- with whorh there is yet mercy,/and plenteous re-/ 


dettiption, ahd reforin thorough] yas bi, who' will nor receive 
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halfes off your hands. And now 1 will ſhew you councel from the 
Lord (which I do declare. in bowels of dear, :atid tender love unto 
you) what ye (hall do in order toa cleanly, perfett, and through 
Reformation: Aboveall mind the Light of Chriſtin your Conſci+ 
ences, and heed it diligently in its motion and ſhinings forth tho- 
rough the darknels, and as. ye give 9bedienceto it, in what it reveals 
unto you for duty,. and ſhun what it diſcovers to be evi), ic will 
more and more ariſe and ſhine forth in pure tranſparent brightneſs, 
from one degree of glory to another, and lay hold upon the dark. 
neſs tothe dilpelling of it, and ſwallowing it up wholly, in the 
womb of its brightne(s; and the Light will-ſhew you the founda- 
tion on which ye (hall build, Jeſus Chriſt, the Wiſdomand Power of 
God, and the Word of eternal Life, the chief corner ſtone,. from 
which the Light comes, and it leads to him, aud will bring you in- 
to acquaintance with him, and the leadings , and teachings of his 
Holy Spirit , to- which yee ſhall du well to keep Chaſt , 
elſe the Serpent by his ſubtlety will again enſnare you, and Myſtery 
Babylon will bewicch you with the cup of her Fornications: And 
oh-your not keeping chaſt to the Lord hath often marred the work 
in your hands, andif ye come not in the future to keep cloſely and 
ehaftly to him, ye ſhall never proſper in any of your attempts, and 
all ſhall be but loſt labour. ' Aud cake up the croſs toevery thonght, 
delice, imagination, mction, and affetion, of your own hearts, and 
this will Reer your courſearight, and guide your feet in every ſtep, 
and ſtay, and'ballance-your minds, and hold down every thing which 
would ariſe out of the wrongground, and the pure Ligl.e will ſhine 
forth in your minds, (thus ftayed under the croſs) with glorious 
beams of brightneſs, and {weetly manifeſt unto you, all whatſoever 
the Lord requires of you, andas ye muſt not be forward in runing 
on without the leadings of Chriſt the head in you , fo be not back- 
ward nor {low jn following after-him, nor fit down by the way, ſay- 
ing in your ſelves, thus far will we go and no further; Oh this hath al- 
{o been a (nare unto you: and mind the pure, holy, living power, 
ethen the form, and wherever the power and Spirit of life 
move, or appear in the forme, dilownir, and ſtand againſt 
ever form or,appearance the living power leads into, or 
rit, and own it, and as ye come, to live and walk in 


Gods fear, it will beget moreand more adiſcerning in you,to know 
and fee] the power, and diſtinguiſh manifeſtly the dead, dry, nl 
| e-leſs 
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ife-leſs form and appearance from A living; and be willing to by 
ſearched as with Candles, thoroughly, and hide nothing which-the 
Lord requires to be given up , nor keep up any thing whatſoever, 
that his controverſe and indignation is againſt , and rid you of all 
your Idols of filver, and gold, all che wares and pleaſant things of 
Babylon, and the Jewels and ear-rings, ye have of the Egiptians, to 
wit the many Inventions, that hath creptin, inthe night of Apoſtacy, 
to the enſnaring and bewitching of your people, and father nothing 
upon the Scriptures,nor upon God,bat that which is purely of him, 
and revealed unto you from the Spirit'of truth openingand inter= 
preting the Scriptures unto you, which hyly men of God did write 
from the Inſpiration of his Spirit,and can oyly be underſtood in and 
from a meaſure of the ſame, and put not the tame of the Ordinances 
of Jelits Chriſt upon Babylons brats, which whoſo taketh:them and 
daſhech to pieces againft the ftones, bleſſed ſha)] they be: And away 
with all the Wiſdom of this World, which God i\ a confounding,and 
all conſultings and reaſonings with fleſh and blogd, and judging or 
determining of things, but m the wiſdom and cquncel of God, in 
the Revelation of the Spirit of truth in each particular, let that be 
your rulein all things, and ye ſhall walk ſurely, abd put away this 
dead, life-leſs, ignorant, prophane, ſcandalous Miniftry, own no Mi- 
niſtery, but ſuch who is taught of God,8& | pm he believes 
and miniſters from the power and (pirit of life,and away with make= 
ing any humane gifts or indowments of Learning(whichis but fleſh, 
and muſt die and wither ) the qualifications of a Miniſter, and do not 
limit the Spirit of the Lord, in chufingor refiing any f>r the work 
of the Miniſtry, they are well fitted whom he enables, chough fooliſh 
and contemptible co the carnal eye; and by theſe fooliſh, weak and 
deſpicable rhings , the Lord hath brought, and is bringing great 
things to paſs 3 and away with your dead life-lefs worſhip, praying 
and finging, which comes not from the breathings and movings of 
the ſpirit of life from God ; and away with your mungrel Church, 
patch'd up of the prophance rable of the World , let-(uch who fear 
God, ſeparate and come out from among them, and diſown them 
for fellow members of the body whereof Chriſt is the head, and 
baveno communion with chem in their worſhip which is Idolatry, 
and away with your ſprinklings of Infants, its but of Babylan; with | 
many other things, the Light of Chriſt (as ye heed it) will diſcover 
unto you, whichin the night of darkue(s hath pafſed for Gods or- 


\dinance, 
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"nance; but the day bath diſcovered them to have the Beaſts mark; 

©; «nd ſuperfeription; andaway with fetcing Bread and; Wine before 4 

 Prophane'wicked multiude(whohath noching but the bare name of 

a Chriſtian)telling chemirs che Communion of the Body and Blood 
of Chriſt; it's abomination to God, and away with the carnal, falſe 
liceatious, unbounded liberty ye take to your (elves in words, diet, 

- apparel, and worldly converſation ; 'mind che crofs diligently, and 
it will reach you the golden path of Mediocrity (or Moderation) in 
zl] things, and away withall ceſpe&ing of perſons, and the honogr 
which comes not from God, whoſeſervice is only to feed the /uſt of 
the eye, the luſt of the fleſh, and the pride of life, and be willing and 
delzrousto.fee the glory of the (pride of all fleſh flained; 'ant the 
Lord alone exalted, honoure1, and glorified in and: among the: Chil; 
dren-of men:And away- wich al{[[niformity, which is not of. theLords 
Spirit; and away with all force, and conſtraint in the marcrter of 
Confcience and Religion; and away with all carnal weapons, either 

todefend or propagate the truth 3 away with your Lording and 
maſtering, andmonopolizing miniftry , who wonld limit che Spirit 
ofthe Lord, and/make a monopoly ofthe grtes of God, away with 

your diffmaCtions of - Clergy and Laicks, and fuperſtirious Habirs and 

-attires, for diſcriminating them, and away with-your ſet andalloted 
hires, and maintenance for 2 Miniſtry, '-and forcing of people co pay” 

: thern, - which hath been a great (nare unto many (and hath lyen nigh 
al} whofroma principle of covecouſnels ( feeing. thereby meats! 
of alivehhoodY hath intruded themſelves into che minifteral Fun-' 
&ion, and given poor people to believe they were called of God 

_ "thereto, whereas generally (it is a thing well known) they get in- 

to Pariſhes by worldly means, they (erring their friend< and relati- 
oifganh work, to ſol kciteand move: the Patrons of the Pariſhes, or' 
ſach moſt concerned therein, co give chem entrance; and wherthe +: 
thing is granted, thenhe called the Miniſter, Reps np intog/Pulpir, 
andſayes'tius to the people, Beloved, by the providence of Gad T am 
cated t1 be your -Paſt1r,” and a watch-man over you, -as one who muſt 

give an account for your ſouls in the day of judgement y and the Lord * 

knows, it's mot any ber principle, but a vehement defive (tharmgh love 

19-yolur ſouls Yeo texch ant inftrati you in the knowledge of God, and t6 
edifie-you inthe Faith, that' bath moved me to come among you '.. and1 

þ rverreveived 4 talent, and'T muſt improve it, and the ability God b th 

given me toinfrifft you; together with the great defire Thwwe 10 ſe it for 

EY Torre your 
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your edification, I take for a ſufficient call from Cd ; - andT have alſo the, 


Patrons, and the moft confiderable in the 'Parifh their call, "Whereas 

they make it manifeftly appear, that 'cyvetouſneſs hath ſee them 

thereon, for how ſo0n any of their brethren dies, fo that another 

Pariſh becomes vacant, which hath a greater ſtipend or maintenance, 

they fall upon their fiſt crade, of folliciting for an entrance there- 

to, and they ftick not toquir the charge of their firſt Flock, and 

to give their Wife (to wit, the Kirk, which they ſay they are mar- 

ried to) a Bill of divorce, though oft-times there be no occation 
on. her part; and it's not the Patrons or people who hath called 
them, buc they firſt called them; and when the people refuſes to 
pay them their allotted hire, they purſue them with horningand 
poinding, which ſhews them to be far from the afte&ion of husbands 
to their wives or parents to their children, or Paſtors to the Flock, 
all which they pretend to be; and were they good Paftors, their 
Flock would afford them milk and wool, not of conſtraint, but wil- 

lingly, (o that they needed not, either (queeze the pap to the cau- 

ang it bleed, or tear the fleece off before the time of caſting it, to 

the pulling the skin in pieces many times ; and the ability they talk 
of, is not of God, but of men, and' it's not God*s free gitt, for 
itthath coſt them both mnch money an+4time at Schools to purchaſe 
it; and wereſt the talent of the E ord; it would prove more effe- 
Qual eo the bettering of the people, which it does nut; for at ter, 
twenty, thirey, forty years end and upwards, they gre as bad as at 
the firſt-coming among them,'and. in may places much worfe; and 
the vehement deſire to do the people good, they tell of, is but a fhg- 
geſtion of 'their deceitful hearts, for they are not cometo the Light 
and Word of Truth, whereby to diſcern the true, wprighe, gce- 
mine defire, from the falſe and hypocritical : and this thing Hark 
proved alſo a great ſhare unto the people, whiyhith heaped tip ed! 
themſelves Teachers after their own hearts lufts, who might ſpeak! 
falſe peacenato them; and that whereon there's ſh much Refs laid” 
to wit, the calling of the people, or Patrons, is not of God, burof 
Baby!on; for in the ſtate they are in, they will be loth- ever to call 
a'g00d mart unto them ({uppoling he could be found?) but ich who 


wil winkat theirfaultes, and rn with them thereinto ; and whe!” 


at-any- time they let a reproof fall, it ſtinks out of their motths, 

deing guilty of the ſame things themſelves3z and'away with the 

edueation of youth at Univeriities and Colledges of Philoſophy: fo 
crgled; 
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his day,- That they are the ftews of Antichriſt ; for out of them comes 
this ignorant, profane, (candalous Miniſtry, wherein they learn to 
talk of things they unde: ſtand nat, and to prate in mans wiſdom, 
which is carual, earthly, and devilliſh: And the Philoſophy, fo called, 
which is caught them, 1s but meer deceit and pedantry, which even 
| came to ſee, when among them; and many of themſelves ſee it, 


.and confeſs it to be but vanity ; and none can teach either the know-: - 


ledge of God, orof the creation, but ſuch who come to be indued 
with a meaſure of the wiſdom of God, which made the creaticnia 
number, weight, and meaſure, according toit's pureholy Law, and 
neither God nor the work of his hands can be truly known, butin 
the light, which makes all manifeſt, which the DoRors and diſpu- 
ters of this world, are ſtrangers unto, andit's folliſhneſs to them; 
and many amoug themſelves have attempted the reformation of 
- their ſo called Philoſophy, and ſqueezed their brains to find out a 
new one, but all in vain, it ſhall never be found out, rill they come 
- to the Croſs of Chrilt, and under his ctols, denying their own wiſ- 
dom) become the diſciples of Chriſt, and learn of him (in whom 
are hid all the treaſures of wiſdom & knowledge the true Science of the 
creation (as well as the of the Creator) for the world was made b 
him, and he can beſtteach it, and in him manifeſt in man, the invi- 
fible things of God, from the creation of the world, are clearly 
ſeen, being underſtood by the things that are made, which carry ups 
en them indeed the charaQters of infinite wiſdom, . goodnets,. and 
power, but are aſealed book, no leſs then the Scriptures, coluch 
»who are not come to the teachings of him, who made chem, and can 
only giveaneye toread chem witha true underſtanding, and to ad- 


vantage... And this I teſtifie, who have had a tryal and experience, 


both of the one and the other, the wiſdom of man (wherein I 1a- 
- boured much and long, and profited above many of my nighbours) 
and the wifdum of God in which now 1 ſee, and for which I truly 
account that other loſs and dung, even for the excellency of the 
knowledge of Chriſt, the Wiſdom which was vvith jthe Father be- 


Fore the World-began, and I certainly know the humane Wiſdom- 


.or learning is one of che main Bulwarks of Antichriſt againſt the Ree 


velation, and ſerring up the Kingdom of Chriſt in the Earth, and. | 


becauſe this is ariling, and ſhall rite, down mult the other go, and 


all who ſeek to uphold ir (hall fall therewith. And away with che . 
many- 


called; I may fay of them, which Lether ſtuck not to call them in . 
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- many Do@rins and opinions yee have drunken from your teachers, 
who have abuſed the Scriptures,and you both, giving you to believe 
they were grounded on Scripture, and are nothing bur their own 
imagipations, which the erring mind through Sathans. ſuggeſtions, 
hath begot both in them and you , ant rid your ſelves of all what- 
ſoever, yee havetaken upon truſt, and what yee have not (een and 
* learned, in the openings and manifeſtation of the Word and Spirit of 
- * eruth in each particular , and make the revelation of the Spirit of 
cruth inall chings the rule and analugy of your faith, believing no- 
thing leſs or more , then what is revealed to you therefrom z and 
where that opens not, keep wholy back from pailing any determina- 
tion for or againſt; And away with that manner of interpreting 
Scripture and ſearching truth by drawing and knitting conſequen- 
ces, by the fallible erring mind, and natural underſtanding, keep 
cloſein all things to the judgment, and derermination of the Spirit 
of God,and where that leads you (as it did lead Chriſt to infer upon, 
the Saduces the Reſurretion from the dead, from that Scripture, 
I am the God of Abraham, and God i nov the God of the dead but of the 
Lzving,) to draw a conſequence or frame an argument, do it, elſe 
forbear : And away with decermining of things (as yee have hither- 
todone) by Plarality of Votes, it's not the way of God, and will ne= 
ver further the Lords work or trath , their votes or conſents not 
being in the unity of che Spirit of cr.th ; And away with thinking 
general Aſſemblies, Counſils or Parliaments, in the ſtate they ſtand 
m, will do you any good, in order to a perfet, and through Refor- 
nation, they will certainly marreic, but never help it forward, be- 
ing out of Gods wiſdom, and its fooliſhueſs unto chem. And your 
looking too much to theſe things in former times hath been a great 
.ſnare unto you. | "" 

And thus now Ihave ſhowed you. good advice and councel con- 
cerning your becoming a perte&, and thoroughly reformed people, 
and the witneſs of God in all your Conſciences (as yee heed it,) will 
not fail to anſwer me tothe truth, and expedience of theſe things [ 
have laid before you : And principally every one mind the through 
reformation and change of your own hearts and lifes, by turning in. 
your minds, to the Light of Chriſt in all your confciences, which | 
| muſt doche work, elſe it never will be done; and as the reformatian 

 ofparticulars.grows, fo will the _— do in the general. And now. 
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what Thave declared unto you df the manifeſtation of the Spirit. 
of truth will ſhew you much more, even the perfe& patern of the 
'hotife of Godin the'Mount) concerning theſe things which are ne- 
«ceffary and expedient, in order toa thorough, cleanly and perfe& 
reformation, we the people of the Lord called Quakers, have fallen | 
uponthem, being taught and direfed there:o, by the wiſdom af | 
God, (which buildeth che houſe, elſe rhe building 151n vain) and we | 
have tound and do find the blefſed uſefulneſs of them, as ye ſhall Þ 
alſo find, if ye be followers of us, as weare of Chriſt : And now 
ye who ſay, or ſhall ſay, T»ſh, all this is but vartity, and folly, we wil 
not daine to - take councel from you , we are wiſer then your ſelves, 
we will zot learn at yon,aud yee but boaſt of things yee know not,and we 
expel a glorious comfortable breaking up of the day of God, in order to g 
more perfett and thorough reformation, then as yet hath been among us but 
* it ſhall never come to us through your airth,we can never o”_ good of you 
for zee are but a pack of poor ſilly deluded brainfick, fools, therefore get 
yee from us, we will none of your councel, the day ſhall never dawn upog 
us, if it riſe not in another airth then yee tl w of. ToſuchlIfay, Oh 
yee fooliſh, and unwiſe, bow like are yee to the former generations, 
(who everwere enemies to the wiſdom of God, through their car« 
nal, earthly,” and deviliſh wiſdom) and to the Fewes of old, wha 
deſpiſed theſon of God, and crucified him the Lord of Glory, 
whomat that very time they were expefing ro come,the profnlen 
Mcfizh, and when he came ,they miſtook him,and received him not 
becauſe of 'hisweak, lowly, contemprible appearance to the carnal 
eye, but ſuch who had the eye of Faith, ſaw the glory of theonly 
| begottenof God upon him , thorough the vaile which covered him 
[54 from the light of others, and he diſappointed them in all their car- 
nal expe&ations, and they are yet looking for him, and haye looked 
theſe f1xecen hundred years, but have never ſeen him , nor ſhall (ee 
him in the way they look for him; as neither ſhall yee, and your 
judgment ſhall be one with theirs ; you being ſhut forth into utrer 
darkneſs,- and plagued with hardneſs of heart, if yee do not (pee. 
dily repent. And now whether ye will hear or forbear, this I do 
declareunto you,in the name and power, and authority oftheliving 
:: cheday of the Lord is of a truth broken up among us, and ye 
"fratHok till your eyes fail you , and rote within your eye-holes, 
e'reerer yee ſee another day or appearance of Jeſus Chriſt co your 
, | comforte, 
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comfort, then what we the eg of _the Lord called dd =$ 
witneſs come, and yet moreabnndantly coming, and if yee will not 2 
hear, mv ſoul ſhall mourn for you in ſecret places, and weep before I 
the Lord on your behalf. And yee whoin the perverſeneſs, and 
obſtinacy of your hearts gain-ſtand,and oppoſe with all your might 
and power, the appearance of Jeſus Chriſt in this day, and yet are 
calling for the day ofthe Lord 3 To what purpoſe do yee call for it? 
chat I may uſe the Prophets words in the like caſe) Wo unto you that 
fire the day of the Lord, to what end is it for you? the day of the 
Lord i darkneſs, and not light, as if a man did flee from a Lyon, and 

» &@ Bear met him, or went unto the bouſe and leaned bis band on the wall 
and a Serpent bit bim;, ſhall not the day of Lord be darkneſs, and 

not light ? even very dark and no brightneſs int, 
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THE END. 
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